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My dear CouNTRYMEN, 
¢ & en00 2000 4. = \ y : : 
ei mo eo of fortunes, near the banks of the river 


SPB Reece 3 Gh eit 
Sede i TE Socks Delaware, ip the province of Penn/yl- 


oO 


5 i trent § % Vania. I received a liberal education; 
cision and have been engaged in the buly 
re Bt 3: Leri't 2 4 ie 7 cs 

PORES” fcenes of life; but am now convinced, | 


eee! AM a Farmer, fettled, after a variety 


_fthat a man may be as happv without buftle, as with 


it. My farm is fmail; my fervants are few, and good ; 
Ehavea little money at interet ; | wifh for no more; 
my employment in my own affairs is eafy ; and witha 
contented grateful mind, undifturbed by wordly hopes 
or fears, relating to myfelf, 1 am completing the num- 
ber of days allotted to me by divine goodneis. 


Beine generally mafter of my time, I {pend a good 
deal of it in a library, which 1 think the moft valua- 
ble part of my fmail eftate ; and being acquainted with. 
two or three gentlemen of abilities and learning, who 
honour me with their friendfhip, I have acquired, 1 
believe, a greater knowledge in hiftory, and the laws 
and conftitution of my country, than is generally at- 
tained by men of my clafs, many of them not being fo — 
fortunate as I have been in the opportunities of 


| getting information, ) 
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From my infancy I was taught to love humanity and 
liberty, Enquiry and experience have fince confirmed 
my reverence for the lefions then given me, by con- 
vincing me more fully of their truth and excellence. 
Benevolence towards mankind, excites withes for their 
welfare, and fuch wifhes endear the means of fulfilling 
them. Thefe can be found in liberty only, and there- 
fore her facred caule ought to be efpoufed by every 
man, on every occafion, to the utmoft of his power. 
As acharitable, but poor perfon does not withhold 
his mite, becaufe he cannot relieve ai/ the diftrefles of 
the miferable, fo fhould not any honeft man fupprefs 
his fentiments: concerning’ freedom, however. {mall 
their influence is likely to be. Perhaps he « may 
** touch fome wheel, * ” that -willhave an effect. 
greater than he could reafonably expect.. ; 
Turse being my fentiments, I am encouraged to 
offer to you, my countrymen, my thoughts on fome 
late tranfactions, that appear to me to be of the utmoft 
importance toyou. Confcious of my own detects, I 
have. waited fome time, in expectation of feeing the 
fubject treated by perfons much_ better qualified for 
the tafks but being therein difappointed, and appre- 
henfive that longer delays will be injurious, I venture 
at length to requeft the attention of the public, pray- 
ing, that thefe lines. may be read with the fame zeal for 
the happinefs of Britifh America, with which they 
were wro7e. 7 eb . 


HEE a. 
? om 


Wirn a good deal of furprize I have obferved, that 
little notice has been taken of an act of parliament, as 
injurious in its principle to the liberties of thefe colo- 
nies; as the Stamp-A# was: I mean the aét for fut. 


pending the leeiflation of New-York. 


* Pope. 
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Tue affembly of that government complied with a. 


former act of parliament, requiring certain provifions 


to be made for the troops in America, in every parti- 
cular, I think, except the articles of falt, pepper and 
vinegar, In my opinion they atted imprudently, 
confidering all circumftances, in not complying fo far 
as would have given fatisfaction, as feveral colonies 
did: But my diflike of thei conduct in that inftance, 
has not blinded me fo much, that I cannot plainly 
perceive, that they have been\ punifhed in a manner 
pernicious to American freedom, and jultly alarming to 
all the colonies. a 


Ir the Britifp parliament his a legal authority to 
iffue an order, that we fhall furnith a fingle article for 
the troops here, and to compel obedience to that or- 
der, they have the fame right to iffe an order for us 
to fupply thofe troops with arms, cloths, and every 
neceflary ; and to compel obedience to that order allo; 
in fhort, to lay any dburthens they pleale upon us. 
What is this but ¢axing us at a certain fum, and leaving 
to us only the manner of raifing it? How is this mode 
more tolerable than the Stamp-Aé? 2 Would that act 
have appeared more pleafing to Americans, if being or- 
dered thereby to raife the {um total of the taxes, the 
mighty privilege had been left to them, of faying 
how much fhould be paid for an inftrument of writing 
on paper, and how much for another on parchment ? 


An act of parliament, commanding us to do a cer- 
tain thing, if it has any validicy, is a ¢¢w upon us for 
the expence that accrues in complying with it; and 
for this reafon, I believe, every colony on the conti- 
nent, that chofe to give a mark of their refpect for 
Great-Britain, in complying with the act relating to 
the troops, cautioufly avoided the mention. of that. act, 
left their condu& fhould be attributed to its fuppofed . 
obligation, ait | 
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Tue matter being thus flated, the affembly of Nezw- 
York either had, or had not, a right to refufe fubmit- 
fion to that act. If they had, and I imagine no “me- 


rican will lay they had not, then the parliament had 


no right to compel them to execute it. If they had not 
this right, they had no right to punifh them for not 
executing it; and therefore no right to fufpend their 
legiflation, which is a punifhment. In fact, if the 
people of New-York cannot be legally taxed but by 
their own reprefentatives, they cannot be legally de-. 
prived of the privilege of legiflation, only for infiftine 
on that exclufive privilege of taxation. If they may 
be legally deprived in fuch a cafe, of the privilege of 
legiflation, why may they not, with equal reafon, be 
deprived of every other privilege ? Or why. may not 
every colony be treated in the fame manner, when any 
of them fhall dare to deny their affent to any impofi- 
tions, that fhall be direéted > Or what fignifies ‘the 
repeal of the Stamp-Ac?, it thefe colonies are to lofe 
their other privileges, by not tamely furrendering tha¢ 
of taxation ? " 3 nein: 


bes $ 


THERE is one confideration arifine from this f i 


penfion, which is not generally attended to, but fhews 
its importance very clearly. It was not necefary that 
this fufpenfion fhould be caufed by an aé of parlia- 
ment. The crown might have reftrained the governor 
of New-York, even from calling the aflembly togerher, 
by its prerogative in the royal governments. ~— This 
ftep, I fuppof, would have been taken, if the con- 
duct of the affembly of New-York had been reparded 
as an act of difobedience fo the crown alone ; but it is 
regarded as an act of t ‘* difobedience to the authority 
** of the Bririsn Lrorsparurs.” This eives the 
fufpenfion a confequence vattly more. Hecting. It isa 
parliamentary aflertion of the fupr eme authority of the 
Britifo | legiflature over thefe colonies, in the point of 


| tauation, ° 
f See the act of fufpenfion. eee 


faxation, and is intended to compet New-York into a 


fubmiffion to that authority, It feems Fisrphore to 
me 2s much a violation of che liberties of the people of 
that province, and confequently of all thefe colonies, 
as if the parliament had lent a number of regiments 
to be qu urtered upon them tilt hey fhould comply. 
For it is vident, that the fulpenfion is meant as. a 


compulfion 5 and the methed of compenns 18 totally 1 in- 


different, “Jti is indeed probable, that the fight of red 
coats, and. the hearing of drums, would have beet 
molt alarming ; becaute neople are generally, more in- 
fluenced | by tlieir eyes and ears, than by their realon. 
But whoever ferioufly confiders s the matier, muft per- 
ceive that a dreadful ftrokeis aimed at the hberty of 
thefe colonies, | fay, ot aa colonies ; for the caufe 
of one is the caufe ot ail. If the parliament may law- 
fully deprive New-York of any of ber rights, it may de- 
prive any, or all che other colonies of the ir rights ; and 
nothing can poffible fo much encourage fuch ; attempts, 
as a mutual | inatte ntion to the interetts of each other. 
To divide, and thus to deftroy, is the firft political maxim 
in attaching thole, who are powerful by their union. 
He certainly i is not a wife man, who folds his arms, 
and repofes himfelf at home, viewing, with uncon- 
cern, the’ flames that: have invaded his neighbour’s 
houfe, without ufing any endeavours to extinguifh 
them. When Mr. “Hampden’s fhip money caufe, for 
Tbree Shillings and EF ‘our-pence, was tried, all the people 
of England, with anxious expectations, interefted them- 
felves in the important decifion;, and when the flightett 
point, touching the freedom of one colony, is agitated, 
I earneftly with, that all the reff may, with equal ar- 
dour, fuppert their fitter... Very much may be faid on 
this fubject ; but bi hope, more at ‘prefent is unneceffary. 


WITH concern Thave abteieed: that fee afiemblies 
of this province have fat anc adjourned, without taking 
any notice of a act. Tt may poh be afked, what 

, 3 would 
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would have been proper for them to do? Iam by no 
means fond of inflammatory meafures; | deteft them, 
I fhould be forry that any thing fhould be done, which 
might juftly difpleafe our fovereign, or our mother 
country : But a firm, modeft exertion of a tree fpirit, 
fhould never be wanting on public occafions, It ap- 
pears tome, that it would have been {ufficient for the 
affembly, to have ordered our agents to reprefent to 
the King’s minifters, their fenfe of the fufpending aét, 
and to pray for its repeal. Thus we fhould have borne - 
our teflimony againftit; and might therefore reafonably 
expect that, on a like occafion, we might receive the 
fame affiftance from the other colonies. 


it 
Concordia res parve crefcunt. 
Small things grow great by concord. 
A’ FARMER: 
* Now. s. 


* The day of King WiLi1am the Third’s landing. 


Bee le Wea bee Be eee. We 


_ My dear CountTRYMEN, 


#\ HERE is another late act of parliament, which 
appears to me to be unconititutional, and as de- 
ftructive to the liberty of thefe colonies, as that men-- 
tioned in my laft letter; that is, the act for granting the 
duties on paper, glafs, ec. 


Tue parliament unqueftionably poffeffes a legal au- 
thority to regulate the trade of Great-Britain, and all 
her colonies. Such an authority 1s effential to the rela- 
tion between a mother country and her colonies; and 
neceflary for the common good of all, He, who con- 
fiders thefe provinces as ftates diftinct from the Britifh 
Empire, has very flender notions of juftice, or of their 
interefis. We are but parts of a whole ; and therefore 
there muft exift a power fomewhere to prefide, and 
preferve the connection in due order. This power is 
lodged in the parliament ; and we are as much depend- 
ent on Great-Britain, as a perfectly free people can be 
on another, 7 

I wave looked over every fiatute relating to thefle co- 
lonies, from their firft fettlement to this time; and I 
find every one of them founded on this principle, till 
the Stamp-Aé adminiftration*. All before, are calcu- 

. lated 


| 

* For the fatisfaction of the reader, recitals from the former aéts of : 
parliament relating to thefe colonies are added. By comparing thefe 
with the modern atts, he will perceive their great difference in expre/ion 
and intention. 

The 12th Cha. Chap. 18, which forms the foundation of the laws 
relating to our trade, by enacting that certain produétions of the colonies 
fhould be carried to Exglandonly, and that no goods flyall be imported 
from the plantations but in fhips belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, 
Berwick, or the Plantations, &c. begins thus: For the increafe of fhipping, 
and encouragement of the navigation of this nation, wherein, under the good 
providence and protection of GOD, the weaith, /afety, and ttrength of 
this kingdom is fo much concerneu,” &e, : na Lhe, 


lated to regulate trade, and preferve or promote a mu- 
tually beneficial intercourfe between the feveral confti- 
tuent parts of the empire ; and though many of them 
impofed duties on trade, ‘vet thofe duties were always 
impofed with defign to reflrainthe commerce of ohe part; | 
that was injurious to another, and thus to promote 

the 


_ The 15th Cha, 11. Chap. 7, enforcing the fame regulation, affigns 
thefe reafons for it. ‘© In regard his Majefty’s plantations, beyond the: 
feas, are inhabited and peopled by his fubjeéts of this his kingdom of 
England; for the maintaining a greater corre/pondence and kindue/s between 
them, aod keeping them ina firmer dependence tvon it, and rendering 
them yet more beneficial and advantageous unto it, i the further employ- 
ment and increafe of Engiith fhipping and feamen, vent of Englifh woollen, 
and other manufactures and commodities, rendering the navigation to i 
and from the fame more fate and cheap, and mekiny this kingdom a flaple, 
not only of the commodities of thofe plantations, but alfo of the com- } 
modities of other countries and ‘places for the fupplying of them; and it : 
being the wage of other nations to keep their plantations trade to them- { 
felves,” Fe. Bid : 4 " { 
. The 25th Cha. If. Chap. 7. made exprefly for the better fecuring thé 
plantatiox trade,” which impofes duties on certain commodities exported : 
from oné colony to another, mentions this caufe tor impofing them : | 
‘* Whereas by oné act, pafied in the 12th year of your Majefty’s reign, 
intituled, An act for encouragement of shipping and navigation, and by feve- 
ral other laws, pafied fince that time, it is permitted to fhip, @e. fugars, 
tobacco, &c. of the growth, &e. of any of your Majefty’s plantations. 
in America, Gc. from the places of their growth, &e. to any other of 
your Majeity’s plantations in thofe parts, @c. and that without paying 
eufiom for the fame, either at the lading or unlading the {aid commodities, + 
by means whereof the trade and navigation in thofe commodities, from | 
one plantation to another, is greatly increafed, and the inhabitants of 
divers of thofe colonies, not contenting themfelves with being fuppliea with 
thofe commodities for their own uje, free from all cufems (while the fubjects 
of this your kingdom of England have paid great cuftoms wnd impofitions. 
for what of them hath been {pent here) dut, contrary to the exprefs letter i 
of the aforejaid laws, have brought into divers parts of Europe great quan-. j 
tities thereof, and do alfo vend great quantities thereof 'o the thipping af 
of other nations, who bring them into divers parts Of Europe, to the. 
great hurt and diminution of your Majefty’s cuftoms, and of the | 
trade and navigation of this your kingdom; For THE PREVENTION a 
THEREOF, @&c. tel 4 Hi 
The 7th and Sth #7. 111.Chap. 22, intituled, ‘* An aét for preventing 


ae of 
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[890] 
the general welfare. The raifing a tevenue thereby 
"was never intended. Thus the King, by his judges 
in his courts of juaftice, impofes, fines which al} to- 
gether amount toa very confiderable fum, and contri- 
bute to the fupport of government: But this is merely 
aconfequence arifing from rettrictions, that only meant 
to keep peace, and prevent confufion; and furely a 
man would argue very loofely, who fhould conclude. 


from hence, that the King has a right to levy money 
e . in 


B 


King Charles Uf. whereby certain duties are laid upon the commodities 
therein enumerated (which by law may be tranfported from one plan- 
tation to another, for the fupply of each others wants) as if the fame 
were, by the payment of thofe dutiesin one plantation, difcharged from 
giving the fecurities intended by the aforefaid a&s, made in the rath, 
22d and 23d years of the reign of King Charles the Il. and confequently 
be at liberty to go to any foreign market in Europe,” &c. 

The6th Ane, Chap. 37,’ reciting the advancement of trade, and 
encouragement of fhips of war, @c. grants to the captors the property 
of all prizes carried into America, fubjeét to fuch cufloms and duties, as 
it the fame had been’ firft imported into ang part of Great-Britain; and 
‘from thence exported, &c. | 

This was a gift to perfons ating under commiffions from the crodwa; and 
therefore it was reafonable that the ¢erms préfcribed in that gift, fhould 
be complied with---more efpecially as the payment of fuch duties was 
intended to givea preference tothe produétions of Briti/h colonies, over 
thofe of other colonies. However being found inconvenient to the co- 
lonies, about four years afterwards, this act wag, for that reafon, fo far 
repealed, that by another act ‘* all prize goods, imported into any part 
of Great-Britain, from any of ‘the plantations, were made liable to {uch 
duties only in Great-Britain, as in cafe they had been of the growth and 
produce of the plantations.” ; ‘ 

The 6th Geo. II. Chap. +3, which impofes dutiés on foreign rum, 
fugar and melaffes, imported ito the colonies, fhews the reafons thus--- 
*« Whereas the welfare and profperity of your Majelty’s {ugar colonies 
in America, are of the greateft confequence and importance to the trade, 
navigation and firength of this kingdom; and wheréas the planters of the 
faid {ugar colonies, have of late years fallen into fuch great difcouragements, 
that they aré' unable to improve or carry on the fugar trade, wfou an 
equal footing with the foreign fugar colonies, without forze advantage and 
relief be given to them from Great-Britain: FOR REMEDY WHEREOF, 
AND FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF YOUR MAJESTY’s SUBJECTS,” 
&e. | 
The 29th Geo. Il. Chap. 26, and the 1ft Geo. II. Chap. 9, which 
continue the 6th Geo, Il. Chap. 13, declare, that the faid act hath, by 
‘experience, been found ufeful and beneficial, @c. Thefe are all the moft 
confiderable ftatutes relating to the commerce of the colonies ; and it is 
thought to be utterly unneceffary toadd any obfetvatits to thefe extracts, 
to prove that they were all intended /olely as eae of trade, 


v a 
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“ie 
in general upon his fubjedts. Never did the Britifp 
parliament, till the period above mentioned, think of 
impofing duties in America, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
RAISING A REVENUE. Mr. Grenville firft introduced 
this language, in the preamble to the ath cf Geo, Hl, 
Chap. 15, which has thefe words ** And whereas it is 
juft and neceflary that A REVENUE BE RAISED IN YOUR 
MAJESTY’s SAID DOMINIONS IN AMERICA, for defray- 
ing ihe expences of defending, proteéting, and fecuring the 
fame: We your Majefty’s moft dutitul and loyal fub- 
jets, THE commons or Great-Brirain, in parlia- 
ment afiembled, being defirous to make fome provifi- 
on in this prefent feffion of parliament, TOWARDs RAIS~ 
ING THE SAID REVENUE IN America, have refolved 
to GIVE and GRANT unto your Majefty the feveral rates 
and duties herein after mentioned,” €?e, 


A-rew months after came the Stamp-AZ, which re- 
citing this, proceeds in the fame ftrange mode of ex- 
prefiion, thus---** And whereas it is juft and necefiary, 
that provifion be made ror RAISING A FURTHER RE- 
VENUE WITHIN youR Mayjesty’s DOMINIONS IN AME- 


RICA, towards defraying the faid expences, we your Ma-- 


jefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjects, the commons or 


Great-Britain, &c. cive and Grant, €%. as be- 
fore. | | | 


~ 


Tue laft ac, granting duties upon paper, €c, 
carefully purfues thefe modern precedents. The 
preamble is, ‘* Whereas it is expedient THat a 
REVENUE SHOULD BE RAISED IN your Mayesty’s Do- 
MINIONS IN AMERICA, for making a more certain and 
adequate provifion for defraying the charge of the admini- 
firation of juftice, and the Support of civil government in 
Sich provinces, where it foall be found neceflary ; and to- 
wards the further defraying the expences of defending, pro- 
Letting and fecuring the faid dominions, we your. Majefty’s 
moft dutiful and loyal. fubjects, the commons oF 
Grrat-Barrain, Ge, GIVE and GRanT,” &&e, as before. 


. 
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Herre we may obferve an authority exprefly claimed 
and exerted toimpofe duties on thefe colonies ; not for 
the regulation of trade; not for the prefervation or 
promotion of a mutually beneficial intercourfe between 
the feveral conftituent parts of the empire, heretofore 
the fole oljeés of parliamentary inftitutions ; dut for the 
Single purpofe of levying money upon us 


Turis I callan *innovation; and a moft dangerous 
innovation. It may perhaps be objected, that Greas- 
Britain has aright to lay what duties fhe pleafes upon 
her + exports, and it makes no difference to us, whe- 
ther they are paid here or there. 


To this I anfwer. Thefe colonies require many 
things for their ule, which the laws of Great-Britain 
prohibit them from getting any where but from her. 
Such are paper and glafs. | 


TuHat we may legaily be bound to pay any general 
duties on thefe commodities relative to the regulation of 
trade, is granted ; but we being obliged by the laws to 
take trom Great-Britain, any fpecial. duties impofed on 
their exportatién to: us only, with intention to raile a re- 
venue from us only, areas much taxes upon us, as thofe 
impofed by the Stamp-Ad. 

i B 2 WHAT 


. * & Tt is worthy obfervation how quietly fubfidies, granted in forms 
ufualand accufiomable (though heavy) are borne; fuch a power hath 
ufe and cuftom. On the other fide, what difcontentments and diltur- 
bances futidies framed ia anew mould do saife (SUCH AN INBRED HAT- 
RED NOVELTY DOTH HATCH) isevident by examples of former times.” 
, Lord Cooke’s 2d Inftitute, p. 33. . 
t+ Some people think that Great-Britaiz has the {ame right to impofe 
duties on the exports te thefe colonies, as on the exports to Spaz# and 
Portugal, &e. Such perfonsattend fo much to the idea of exportation, 
that they entirely drop that of the counefion between the mother country 
and ber colonies. Uf Great-Britgin had always claimed, and exercifed 
an authority to.compel Spaiz.and Portugal to import manufactures 
from heronly, the cafes would be parallel; But as fhe never pretended 
to fucharight, they are at liberty to get them where they pleafe; and if 
they chufe'to take them from her, rather than from other nations, they 
voluntarily confent to pay the duties impofed on them, 
' 


Wuav is the difference in /ubfiance and right, whe: 

ther che fame fum is raifed dp us by the rates men- 
tioned in the Stamp-Aé, on the w/e of paper, or by thefe 
duties, on the gmportaton of it. It is only the edition 
of a tormer book, fhifting a fentence from the ezd to 
the beginn re | 


Suppose the duties were mace pay aule in ‘Great- 
Britain. 


Ir fignifies nothing to D Us, whether. they are to be 
paid here or there. Had the Stamp-42 directed, that 
all the paper fhould be landed at Florida, and the duties 
paid there, before it was brought to the Britifh colo- 
nies, would the act have raiied lefs money upon us, or 
have been lefs deftructive of our rights ? By no means: 
For as we were under a neceffity of ufing the paper, 
we fhould have been under the neceffity of paying the 
duties. Thus, in the prefent cafe, a like neceffity will 
fubject | us, if this act continues in force, to the pay- 
ment of the duties now impofed. 


Way was the Stamp-Ad ey fo pernicious to free- 


dom ? It did not enact, rhat every man in the colonies. 


foould buy a certain quantity of paper----No: It only 
directed, that noinftrument of writing fhould be valid 
in law, if not made on ftamped paper, ec. 


Tue makers of that act knew full well, that the 
‘ confufions that would arife from the difufe of writings, 
would compet the colonies to ufe the itamped paper, 
and therefore to pay the taxes impoled. For this reafon 
the Stamp-4G was faid to be a law THAT WOULD EXE- 
CUTE IrseLF. For the very fame reafon, the laft a& 
of parliament, if it is granted to have any force here, 
| WILL EXE SUTE ITSELF, and will be attended with the 
very fame confequences to American liberty. 
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Some perfons perhaps may fay, that this act lays us 
ander no neceffity to pay the duties impofed, becaufe 
we may ourfelves manufacture the articles on which 


they: are laid; whereas by the Stamp-A@ no inftrument 


of writing could be good, unlefs made on il paper, 
and that too ftamped. 


Suc an objection amounts to no more a this, 


that the injury refulting to theie colonies, from the to- 
tal difufe of Britifh paper and glafs, will not be /o. 


afiiciing as that which would have refulted from the to- 
tal difufe of writing among them ; for by that means 


-even the Stamp-AG might have been eluded. Why 
_then was it univerfally detefted by them as flavery itfelf? 
, pecauie it prefented to thefe devoted provinces nothing 
but a* choice of calamities, imbittered by indignities, 


each of which it was unworthy of freemen to bear. 
But is no injury a violation of right. but the greciefe 
injury? If the eluding the payment of the taxes im- 
pofed by the Stamp- AB, would have fubjected us to a 


-more dreadful inconvenience, than the eluding the 


payment of thofe impofed by the late a&t ; does it there- 
fore follow, that the laft is 0 violation of our rights 


tho’ it is calculated for the fame purpofe the other was, 


that 1s, to raife money upon us, Wi THOUT OUR CONSENT. 


Tuts would be making ‘rghit to confift, not in an 
exemption from injury, but from a certain degree of 


+ injury, 
Bur the objectors may further fay, that we fhall 


fuffer no injury at all by the difufe of Briti/> paper and 
glafs.. We might not, if we could make as much as 
we want. But can any man, acquainted with America, 
believe this poffible? I am told there are but two or 


three Gla/s- sian on this continent, and but very few 


+ Paper- 


* Bither the difu/e of writing, or the payment of taxc es impofed by 
Others without our confent. 
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Paper-Mills ; and fuppofe more fhould be ereéted, a 
Jong courfe of years muft elupfe, before they can be 
brought to perfection. This continent is a country of 
planters, farmers, and fifhermen ; not of manufaétu- 
rers. The difficulty of eftablifhing particular manu- 
factures in fuch a country, is almoft infuperable. For 
one manufacture is connected with others in fuch a 
manner, thatit may be faid to be impoffible to eftablith 
one or two, without eftablifhing feveral others. The 
experience of many nations may convince us of this 
truth, 


Inexpressizie therefore muft be our diftrefles in — 


evading the late acts, by the difufe of Britife paper and 
glafs. Nor will this be the extent of our misfortune, © 
if we admit the legality of that aét, aot 


Great-Bairain has prohibited the manufacturing | 
gron and jreel in thefe colonies, without any objection — 
being made to her right of doing it. The Z& right 
fhe mutt have to prohibit any other manufacture among — 
us, Thus fhe is poffefled of an undifputed precedent on — 
that point. This authority, fhe will fay, is founded © 
on the original intention of fettling thefe colonies; that 
is, that we fhould manufadture for them, and that 
they thould fupply her with materials, The equity of 
this policy, fhe will alfo fay, has been univerfally ac-_ 
knowledged by the colonies, who never have made the 
leaft objections to ftatutes for that purpofe; and will - 
further appear by the mutual benefits owing from this 
ufage ever fince the fettlement of thefe colonies, 


Ovr great advocate, Mr. Pitt, in his fpeeches on — 
the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp-AG, ac-_ 
Knowledged, that Great-Britain could reftrain our ma- 
nufactures, His words are thefe---* This kingdom, 
as the fupreme governing and legiflative power, has 


i 


ALways bound the colonies by her regulations and — 


RESTRICTIONS in trade, in navigation, in MANUFAC- | 
TURES 


tye] 


‘TURES----in every thing, except that of taking their mo- 
wey out of their pockets, WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT.” 
‘Again he fays, “© We may bind their'trade, conrine 


| THEIR MANUFACTURES, and exercife every power 


whatever, except that of taking their money out of their 
pockets, WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT. 


Here then, my dear countrymen, rouse your- 
felves, and behold the ruin hanging over your 


heads. IfyouON CE admit, that Great-Britain may 


lay duties upon her exportations to us, for the purpofe 
Of levying money on us only, fhe then will have nothing 
‘to do, but to lay thofe duties on the articles which fhe 


prohibits us to manutacture---and the tragedy of Ame- 


rican liberty is finifhed. We have been prohibited 
from procuring manufactures, in all cafes, any where 


but from Great-Britain (excepting linens, which we 
are permitted to import dire€tly from Ireland.) We 
have been prohibited, in fome cafes, from manufactur: 


ing for ourfelves; and may be prohibited in others, 
_ Weare therefore exactly inthe fituation of a city be- 


fieged, which is furrounded by the works of the be- 


fiegers in every part but one. If that is clofed up, no 


ftep. can be taken, but to furrender at diferetion. Vf 
_Great-Britain can order us to come to her for necefia- 
Ties we want, and can order us to pay what taxes fhe 
pleafes before we take them away, or when we land 
them here, we are as abject flaves as France and Poland 


can fhew in wooden thoes, and with uncombed hair*, 


_Pgruaps the nature of the necefities of dependent 
ftates, caufed by the policy of a governing one, for her 
own benefit, may be elucidated by a fact mentioned in 
hiftory. When the Carthaginians were poffeffed of the 


ifland of Sardinia, they made a decree, that the Sardi- 


H1ANS 


* The peafants of France wear wooden thoes ; and the vaffals of 


_ Poland are vemarkable for matted hair, which never can be combed. 


‘ 
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nians fhould not raife corm, nor get it any other way 4 
than from the Carthaginians. Then, by impofing any | 
duties they would upon it, they drained from the 
miferable Sardinians any fums they pleafed ; and when- , 
ever that oppreffed people made the leaft movement — 
to affert their liberty, their tyrants ftarved them 
to death or fubmiffion. This may be called the moft © 
perfect kind of political neceffity. , i 


From what has been faid, I think this uncontrover- 
tible conclufion may be deduced, that when a ruling 
{tate obliges a dependent ftate to take certain commodi- 
ties from her alone, it is implied in the nature of that 
obligation ; is effentially requifite to give it the leaft 
degree of juftice ; and is infgparably united with it, in 
order to preferve any fhare of freedom to the depend- 
ent ftate; that thofe commodities foould never be loaded — 
with duties, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF LEVYING MO~ — 
NEY ON THE DEPENDENT STATE, | | i 


EEE 


Upon the whole, the fingle queftion is, whether 
the parliament can legally impofe duties to be paid by 
the people of thefe colonies only, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE 
OF RAISING A. REVENUE, 0” commodities which foe 
obliges us to take from ber alone, or, in other words, 
whether the parliament can legally take money out of | 
our pockets, without our confent. If they can, our 
boafted liberty is but yd io 3 


Vou et preterea nibil. 
A found and nothing elle. 
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My dear CounTRYMEN, 
ore 


WY REJOICE to find that my two former letters 
if to you, have béen generally received with fo much 
favour by fuch of you, whofe fentiments I have had an 
opportunity of knowing. Could you look into my 
heart, you would inftantly perceive a zealous attach- 
ment to your interefts, and a lively refentment of 
every infult and injury offered to you, to be the mo- 
' tives that have engaged me to addrefs you. 

| | , 

. Tam no further concerned in any thing affecting 
America, than any one of you; and when liberty leaves 
it, Ecan quit it much more conveniently than moft of 
you: But while Divine Providence, that cave me 
exiftence ina land of freedom, permits my head to 
‘think, my lips to fpeak, and my hand to move, I {hall 
fo highly and gratefully value the bleffing received, as ° 
to take care, that my filence and inactivity fhall not 
give. my implied affent to any act, degrading my bre- 
thren and myfelf from the birthright, wherewith hea- 
ven itfelf “* bath made us free*.? 3 


Sorry lam to learn, that there are fome few per- 
fons, who fhake their heads with folemn motion, and 
pretend to wonder, what can be the meaning of thele 
letters. “° Great-Britain,” They fay, ‘* is too power- 
ful to contend with; fhe is determined to opprels ‘us ; 
it is in vain to fpeak of right on one fide, when there is 
power on the other; when we are {trong enough ro re- 
fift, we fhall attempt it, but now we are not {trong 
enough, and therefore we had better be quiet, it fig- 
nifies nothing to convince tis that our rights are invad- | 
ed, when we cannot defend them; and if we fhouid 
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yy ; ae get i into riots and tumults about i late ak, it will 
P nly draw down heavier sitplealute uPeR use 


cand 


ae | uat can fuch men defign? What do aor orave 
J | ate vations amount to, but this-- “* thar thefe,colo-. =| 
fee beet regardieis of their liberties, fhould com- t 
mit them, with humble refienation, to chance, time, : 

and the tender mercies of minifters.” 

Are thefe men ignorant, that ufurpations, which 
might haye been fuccelsfully oppoled at firft, acquire | 
firength by continuance, and thus become irrefiftable i 
Do they condemn the conduct of thefe colonies, -con- . 
cerning the Stamps ii? Or have they forgot its fuccefs- 
ful iffue ? Ought the colonies at that time; inftead of 
afting as they did, to have trufted for relief to the for- 
tuituous events of futurity ? Ifitisneediefs ‘* to fpeak. . 

’ of rights” now, it was as needlels then. If the beha-. = 7 
vior of the colonies was prudent and glorious then, and 
juccefstul too; it will be equally prudent and glorious 
to act in the fame manner now, if our rights are equal- : 
ly invaded, and may be as fuccefsful. Therefore it 4 
becomes neceflary to enquire, whether -‘* our rights 
ave invaded. To. talk: of, defending” them, as if 
they could be no ot herwife “* defended” than by arms, » 4 
isas much out of the way, asifa man having achoice ~~ | 

of feveral roads to reach his journey’s end, fhould pre- , 
a the worft, for no other reafon, but becaufe it 4s the 
wort. 


As to ** trots a6 tumults,” the sentlemen abo are: 
fo apprehenfive of them, are much miftaken, if they 
think, that grievances cannot be redrefled without fach 
affiftance. 

I writ'now tell the gentlemen, what is, ‘¢ the mean- q 
ing of thefe letters.” The meaning of them is, to con- 4 
vince the people of thefe colonies, that they are at this a 

: Ne, , . moment’ »° 
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moment expoled to the mot imminent dangers 5 and 
to perfuade them immediat ely, misgroullys and un2ni- 
moufly, to exert themicives, in Oe mot fh rm, but molt 
peaceable manner, for obtaining reile 


Tne ‘caule of Uiberty isa caufe of too much dignity 
to be fullied by turbulence and tumult. It ought to 
‘be maintained in a manner fuitable to her nature. 
Thofe who engage in it, fhould breathe a ani yet 
fervent fpirit, animating them to actions of prudence, 
juftice, modefly, bravery, humanity and magnanumity. 
y i 

To fuch a wonderful degree were the antient Spar- 
tans, as brave and free a people as ever exifted, infpir- 
ed by this happy temperature of foul, that re ejecting ’ 
even in their battles the ufe of trumpets, and se in- 
ftruments for exciting heat and rage they marched ‘up 
to fcenes of havock, and horror*, with the found. of 

flutes, to the tunes of which their ftéps kept pace-.- 
*¢ exhibiting,” as Plutarch fays, ‘* at once a ace 
and delightful fight, and proceeding with a deliberar 
valor, full of hope and good aflurance, as if fome di. 
pty had fenfibly affitted them.’ 


I ey my “eat countrymen, “that you will, in 
every col ony, be upon your guard againt{t thofe, who 
|. may at any time endeavour to fir youup, under pre- 
-tences oj patriotifm, to any meafures difrefpectful to 
our Sovereign and our mother country. Hot, rath, 

diforderly proceedings, injure the reputation of a peo- 
ple, as to wifdom, valor and virtue, without procuring 
them the leaft benehc. I pray GOD, that he. may be 
pleafed to infpire you and your polterity, tothe lateft 
ages, with a ipirit of which i have an idea, that { find 
a “di ficulty toexprefs. To exprefs icin the beft man- bd , 
nei I can, | mean adipirt, Sed hail, fo guide you, that A a 
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* Plutarch i in the life of Lycurgus: Axchbifhop Potler’s Archeologia 
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it will be impoffible to determine whether an American's 
character is moft diftinguifhable, for his loyalty to his 
Sovereign,’ his duty to his mother country, his love of 
freedom, or his affection for his native foil. | 
i 


fivERy government at fome time or other falls into 
wrong meafures, Thefe may proceed from miftake 
or pailion, But every fuch meafure does not diffolve - 
the obligation between the governors and the governed, » 
The miftake may be corrected; the paffion may fub- 
fide. It is the duty of the governed to endeavour to 
rectify the miftake, and to appeafe the paffion. ‘They 
have not at firtt any other right, than to reprefent their 
grievances, and to pray for redrefs, unlefs an .emeér- 
gence 13 io preffing, as not to allow time for receiving 
an anfwer to their applications, which rarely happens. 
If their applications are difregarded, then that kind of © 
oppofition becomes juttifiable, which can be made with- 
out breaking the laws, or difturbing the public peace. 


Tuts confifts in the prevention of the oppreffors reaping 
advantage from their opprefions, and not in their pu- 
nifhment. For experience ‘may teach them, what 
reafon did not; and harfh methods cannot be proper, 
till milder ones have failed. | | : 


lr at length it become, unpovsrTep, that an inve- 
terate refolution is formed to annihilate the liberties of 
the governed, the Engljfh hiftory affords frequent 
examples of refiftance by force. What particular cir- 
cumitances willin any future cafe juftify fuch refiftance, 
can never be afcertained, till they happen. Perhaps 
it may be allowable to fay generally, that it never can 
be juftifiable, until the people are FuLLyY convincED, 
that any further fubmiffion will be deftruétive to their 
happinels. ar ok 


_ ‘Wutn the appeal is made to the Mord, hichly pro- 
able is it, that the punifhment will exceed the offence ; 
and the calamities attending on war out-weigh thofe 
pixceeding it. Thefe confiderations of jultice and pru- 
dence, will always have great influence with good and 
wilemen. i ae ini) 
To thefe reflections on this fubject, it remains to 
be added, and ought for ever to be remembered, that i 
refiftance, in the cafe of colonies againft their mother | 
country, is extremely different from the refiftance of a | 
people againit their Puree.) i te nation may change | 
their king, or race of kings, and, retaining their anti- 
ent form of government, be gainers by changing. 
Thus Great-Britain, under the illuftrious houfe of 
_ Brunfwick, a houfe that feems to flour fh for the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, has found a felicity, unknown in 
the reigns of the Stewarts. But if once we are fepa- 
"gated from our mother country, what new form of go- 
- -vernment fhall we adopt, or where fhall we find another 
Britain, to fapply our lofs? Torn from the body, to | 
which we are united by religion, liberty, laws, affec- 
tions, relation, language amd commerce, we muft / 
bleed at every vein. a . | 


In truth---the profperity of thefe provinces is found- | 
ed in their dependence on Great-Britain 5 and when | 
fhe returns to her ‘old good humour, and her old Vi 
good nature,” as Lord Clarendon exprefies it, 1 hope 
they will always think it their duty and intereft, as it 
moft certainly will be, to promote her welfare by all 
the meansin their power. ; 


f 


‘We cannot aét with too much caution in our dit 
putes. Anger produces anger; and differences, that ao 
might be accommodated by kind and refpectful beha- ant 
havior, may, by imprudence, be enlarged to an incu- 3 
rable rage. In quarrels between countries, as well as 
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in thofe between individuals, when they have rifen to a 
certain heighth, the firft caufe of diffenfion is no longer 
remembered, the minds of the parties being wholly 
engaged in recollecting and refenting the mutual ex- ‘ 
prefiions of their diflike. When feuds have reached 
that fatal point, all confiderations of reafon and equity 
vanifh; anda blind fury governs, or rather confounds 
all things. A people no longer regards their intereft, 
but the gratification of their wrath. The {way of the | 
‘Tt Cleons and Clodius’s, the defigning and deftable flat- 
terers of the prevailing paffion, becomes confirmed, 
Wife and good men in vain oppofe the ftorm, and 
may think themfelves fortunate, if, in attempting to 
preferve their ungrateful fellow citizens, they do not 
ruin themfelves, Their prudence will be called bafene/s ; 
their moderation will be called guilt, and if their virtue 
does not lead them to deftruction, as that of many 
other great and excellent perfons has done, they may 
furvive to receive from. their expiring country the — 
mournfu! glory of her acknowledgment, that their 
counfels, - if regaroed, would have faved her 


. 


“Tse conftitutional modes of obtaining relief, are 
thofe which I with to fee purfued on the prefent occafi- 
on; that is, by petitions of our affemblies, or where. 
they are not permitted to meet, of the people, to the 
powers that can afford us relief, | 


We have an excellent prince, in whofe eood difpo- > 
fitions towards us we may confide. We have a gene. a 
rous, fenfible and humane nation, to whom we may 
apply. They may be deceived, _ They mayy by artful 
men, be provoked to anger again us. I cannot be- 
lieve they will be cruel or unjuft; or that their anger 
will beimplacable. Let us behave like dutiful chil- 
vas dren, who have received unmerited blows from a be- 


Ng Ai . loved . 


cf whom plunged his country into the ceepeft calamities. 
E : ‘ 4 
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t Cleon was a popular firebrand of Athens, and Clodius of Rome ; each 


y can : 


loved parent. ‘Let us complain to our parent; but let 


our comp laints {peak at the fame time the language of 


affliction and veneration. 


Ir, however, it fhall happen, by an unfortunate 
courfe of affairs, that our applications to his Majefty 
and the parliament for redrets, prove inefiectual, let us 
THEN take another ftep, by withholding from Great-Bri- 
tain all the advantages fhe has been ufed to receive 
from us. THEN let ustry, if our ingenuity, induftry, 
and frugality, will not give weight to our remontftran- 
ces. Let us all be united with one fpirit, in one caufe. 
Let us invent---let us work---let us fave---let us, con- 
tinually, keep up our claim, and inceffantly repeat our 
complaints---But, above all, let us implore the protec- 


tion of that infinitely good and gracious being, + “ by 


whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice.”. 
Nil de[perandum. | 2 
Nothing is to be defpaired of. 
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My dear CountRYMEN, | eS 


1 N objection, IT hear, has been made againft my 

% fecond letter, which I would willingly clear up) 
before I proceed. ‘+ There is,” fay thefe objeors, “a 
material difference between the Stamp-A& and the Jote 
Ad for laying a duty on paper, &¥c, that juftifies the 
condu¢t of thofe who oppofed the former, and vet are 
willing to fubmit to the latter, The duties impofed 
by the Stamp-AG were internal taxes ; but the prefent 
are external, and therefore the parliament may have a 
right to impofethem,?’ 


To this I anfwer, with a total denial of the power of 
parliament to lay upon thefe colonies any “ roy” 
whatever. | eae 


SAEED 


Tis point, being fo important to this, and to fuc-@ 
ceeding generations, I with to be clearly underftood, 


pe 
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To the word ‘ tax,” I annex that meaning which 
the conftitution and hiftory of Exgland require to be . 
annexed to it; that is---that it is av impofition on the — 
Jubjeti, for the fole purpofe of levying money. 


In the early ages of our monarchy, certain fervices 
were rendered to the crown fer the genera/ good. Thefe 
were perfonal*: But in procefs of time, fuch inftituti- 

ons 


° t 
* 
* It is very worthy of remark, how watchful our wife. anceftors 
were, left their fervices thould be encreafed beyond what the law al- 
lowed. No man was bound te go out of the realm to fervé ‘he King. 
‘Therefore, even in the conqnering veign of Henry the Fifth, when the 
martial fpirit of the nation was highly enflamed by the heroic courage 
of their Prince, and by his great tuccets, they ftil carefully guarded 
againft the eftablifhment of illegal fervices. «* When this point (fays 
Lord Chiet Juftice Coote) concerning maintenance of wars out cf Exg- 
land, came in quellion, the Commons did make their continual claim of 
their 
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ors being found inconvenient, gifts and prents of their 
own property were made by the people, under the fe- 
veral names of aids, tallages, tafks, taxes and fubft- 
dies, fc. Thefe were made, as may be collectedeven 
from the names, for public fervice upon “ need and ne- 
céffityt.” All thefe tums were levied upon the people 
by virtue of their voluntary gift*. Their defign was 
to fupport the sational bonor and interes, Some of 
thofe grants comprehended duties arifing from trade ; 
being impofts on merchandizes. Thele Lord Chi 


D 
their ancient freedom and birthright, as in the firt of Henry the Fifth, 
and in the feventh of Henry the Fifth, &c. the COMMONS madea PRO- 
TEST, that they were not bound to the maintenance of war in Scotland, 
Ireland, Calice, France, Normandy, or other foretgz parts, and caufed 
their PROTESTS to be entered into the parliament rolls, where they 
yet remain; which, in effect, agreeth with that which, upon like oc- 
cafion, was made in the parliament of 25th Edward I.” 2d Init. p. 528. 
ree Ae Aye ia 2 oa.) ; : 

* Reges Anglia, mibil tale, nifi convocatis primis ordinibur, et affenticnte 
populo fufcipiunt. Phil. Comines, 2d Jn. 

Thefe gifts entirely depending on the pleafure of the donors, were 
proportioned to the abilities of the feveral ranks of people who gave, 
and were regulated by their opinion of the public neceflities, Thus 
Edward 1. had in his r1th year a thirtieth from the laity, a twenitetd 

fromthe clergy; in his 22d year, a tenth from the Jaity, a ’xth trom 
London, and other corporate towns, balf of their benefices from the 
élergy, in his 23d year an eleventh trom the barons and others, a tenth 
from the clergy, a feventh from the burgefes, Gc. Hames Hil. f 
England, ta . 

The fame difference in the grants of the feveral ranks is cbfervabie 
in other reigns. . 

In the famous ftatute de tallagio nou concedendo, the king enumerates 

the feveral claffes, without whole confent, he and his heirs never fhould 
fet or levy any tax---“* aullum tallagium, vel auxilium per nos, vel bere- 
des noftros in regno noftro ponatur feu levetur, fine voluniate ct afenfs arch- 
jepifcoparum, epifcoporum, comitum, baronum, militum, burgenfium, et alio~ 
rum liberorum com. de regno nofiro.” 34th Edward 1. 
_ Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in his comment on thefe words fays---for 
the quieting of the commons, and fora perpetual and conflant law far ever 
after, both in this AND OTHER LIKE Cases, this act was made, hele 
words are plain, WITHOUT ANY SCRUPLE, ab/olute, WITHOUT ANY 
SAVING.” 2d Cokes’s Iaft. pus32, 533. Little did the venerable judge 
imagine, that “ other Like cafes” would happen, in which the {pirit of 
this law would be delpiled by Angli/omen, the polterity of thofe who 
made it. 4 ‘ 


Sel 


whatever the zame was, they were always confidered as 
gifts of the people to the crown, to be employed for public 
ues. 7 


4 * 
ComMMERCE was at alow ebb, and furprizing inftan- 
ces might be produced how little it was attended to for 


- 


a fucceffion of ages. .The terms that have been men- 


} 


tioned, and, among the reft, that of ‘* tax,” had - 


ebtained a national, parhamentary. meaning, drawn 
from the, principles of the conftitution, long before 
any Englifbman thought of impofition of duties, for the 
regulation of trade. 

WHENEVER we {peak of “ taxes” among Enghjb- 
men, let us therefore fpeak of them with reference to 
the principles on which, and the intentions with which 
they have been eftablifhed. This will give certainty 
to our expreflion, and fafety to our condudé: But if, 
when we have in view'the liberty of thefe colonies, we 
proceed in any other courfe, we purfue a Funo * in- 
deed, but fhall only catch a cloud. 


In the national, parliamentary fenfe infifted on, the 
word ‘* tax §” was certainly underftood by the con- 


yrets at New-York, whofe refolves may be faid to form | 


the American ‘* bill of rights.” 


Tue third, fourth, fifth, and fixth refolves, are thus 
exprefied, ; 


III. *¢ Luar itis nfeperably effential to the freedom of a 
people, and the undoubted right of Englifbmen, that 
| TAX 


* The Goddefs of Empire, in the Heathen Mythology ; according to 
anantient fable, Ixioz purfued her, but fhe efcaped 1 a cloud. 


~~ § In this fenfe Moniifquieu ules the word ** tax,’ in his 13th book of 
: q 3 AR 


Spirit of Laws. 


+ The rough draught of the refolves of the congrefs at New-York are - 


Now in my hands, and from fome notes on that draught, and other par- 
ticularreafons, Lam fatisfied that the congrefs underftood the word 
*“tax” in the fenfe here contended for. | 
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TAX be impofed on them, ut with their own confent, 
' 1 ee Pe = - se ag 39. 
» given perfonally, or by their repreientatives. i 


IV. “ Tat the people of the colonies are not, and | 
from their local circumftances, cannot be repreicnted 
in the houfe of commons in Great-Britain.” — \ 


V. * Tuar the only reprefentatives of the people 
of the colonies, are the perfons choicn therein by them- 
felves ; and that NO TAXES ever have been, or ¢an 
be conftitutionally impofed on them, but by their re- 
fpective legiflatures,” | ; 


VI. © Tuat au fupplics to the crown, being free 
gifts of the people, it is unreafonable, and tnconfiftent 
with the principles and fpirit of the Briuith conftiturron, 
for the people of Great-Britain to grant to his Majefty 
the property of the colonies.” 


Here is novdittinction made between inferzal and 
external taxes, It is evident from the fhort reaioning 
thrown into thefe refolves, that every impofition ‘ to 
grant to his Majefty the property of the colonies,” was 
thought a ‘ tax;” and that every fuch impofition, if 
laid any other way than ‘* with their confent, given 
perfonally, or by their reprefentatives,” was not only 
<¢ unreafonable, and inconfiftent with the principles 
and fpirit of the Briti/a conftitution,” but deftructive 
s¢ to the freedom of a people.” | 


Tus language is clear andimportant. A “ Tax” 
means an impofition to raife money, Such perfons 
therefore as fpeak of internal and external ‘° Taxes,” 
I pray may pardon me, if I object to that expreffion, as 
applied to the privileges and intérefts ot thefe colonies, 
_ There may be internal and external IMPOSITIONS, found- 
ed on different principles, and having different tendencies 
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every “* tax” being an impofition, tho’ every impo- 
{ition is nota ** tax.” But all taxes are founded on the 
Jame principle; and have the fame tendency. 


EXTERNAL impofitions, for the regulation of our 
trade, do not ‘* grant to his Majelty the property of the 
colomies,” ‘They only prevent the colonies acquiring pro- 
perly, in things not neceflary, in a manner judged to 
be injurious to the welfare of the whole empire. But 
the lat flatute refpeéting us, “ grants to his Mayefty 
the property of the colonies,” by laying duties on the ma- 
nuiactures of Great-Britain which they must take, and 


which fhe fettled on them, on purpofe that they SHOULD 
take. ‘ee | 


War * tax can be more internal than this? Here 
is money drawn, vores their confent, from a fociety, 


ee 

* It feems to be evident, that Mr. Pitt, in his defence of America, 
during the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp- Ad, by zuternal 
faxes,” meant any duties * for the purpofe of raifing arevenue ;” and 
by “* external taxes,” meant duties impofed for the regulation of 
trade.’ His expreffions are thefe---"* If the gentleman does not un- 
derftand the difference between internal and external taxes, I cannot 
help it; but there is a plain diftin@tion between taxes levied FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF RAISING A REVENUE, and duties impofed FOR THE 


REGULATION OF TRADE, for the accommodation of the fubject 5 al-. 


though, in the confequences, fome revenue might incidentally arife 
ftom the latter. ; , 
Thefe words were in Mr. Pitt's reply to Mr. Grenville, who faid he 
could not underftand the difference between external and internal 
faxes. i ee | 
_ In every other part of his fpeeches on that occafion; his words confirm 
this conftruction of his expreffions. ‘The following extracts will thew 
how pofitive and generat were his affértions of our right, , 
‘« It is my opinion that this kingdom bas No RIGHT to lay A TAX 
upon the colonies.”’-t-* The Americans are the SONS, not the BAs- 
TARDS of England. TAXATION is NO PART of the governing and legif= 
lative power.”---“ The taxes area voluntary gift and grant of the Come~ 
ons ALONE. In LEGISLATION the THREE eftates of the realm are 
ALIKE concerned, but the concurrence ofthe PEERS and the CROWN to 
a TAX, 1s only neceflary to clofe with the Form ot a law. The cirr 
and GRANT is of the COMMONS ALONE.”---“ The diflinGion between 
LEGISLATION and TAXATION is effentially necefjary to liberty,”--- Tue 
COMMONS of America, reprefented in their feveral aflemblies, have ever 
been in poffeffion of the exercife of this their conftitutional right, of 
GivING and GRANTING their Own MONEY, They would hove bee 
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whole, I will beg leave to tell the hon 
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who have conftantly enjoyed a conftitutional mode of 
railing all money among themieives.. The payment 
of their taw they have no poffible method of avoiding ; 


as.they cannot do without the commodities on which it 7 


is laid, and they cannot manufaéture thefe commodities 
themfelves. Befides, if this unhappy country fhould 
be fo lucky as to elude this aé, Dy getting parchment 
enough, in the place of paper, or by reviving the an- 
tient method of writing on wax and bark, and by in- 
venting fomething to ferve inftead of elafs, her inge- 
nuity would ftand her in little ftead; for then the par- 
diament would have nothing to do but to prohibit fuch 
manufactures, or to lay a tax on bats and woollen cloths, 
which they have already prohibited the colonies from 
Supplying each other with, or on inftruments, and tools 


ot fieel and iron, which they have prohibited the pro- 
vincials from manufacturing at allt: And then, what 


little 


SLAVES, if they had not enjoyed it.” ** The idea of a'virtual reprefen. 
tation of America in this houfe, is the moft contemptible idea that ever 
entered into the head of man.---It does not deferve a ferious refutation.”? 
He afterwards thews the unrealonablene{s of Great-Britain taxing 
America, thus---‘* When I had the honor of, ferving his Majefty, I. 
availed myfelf of the means of information, which I derived from my 
office, I SPEAK THEREFORE FROM KNOWLEDGE. My materials were 
good. I wasat pains to colle@, to digeft, to confider them; and I will 
be beld to afirm, that the profit to Great-Britaim from the trade of the 
colonies, through all its branches, is Two MILLIONS AYEAR. This ig 
the fufd that carried you triumphantly through the la{t war. The 
eftates that were rested at two thoufand pounds a year, threefcored 
years ago, are three thoufand pounds at prefent. Thofe eftates fold 
then from fitteen to eighteen years purchafe ; the fame may now be 
foldfor thirty. You owe THIs TO AMERICA. THIs 18 THE PRICE 
THAT AMERICA PAYS YOU FOR HER PROTECTION.”---* ] dare not 
fay how much higher thefe profits may be augmented.”- 
fe what is really my opinion ; it 
is, that the Stamp AG be repealed abfolutely, totally, and immediately. 
That the reafon for the repeal be afigned, becaufe it was founded on 
an ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLE.” i 
Ee Ant that pig and bar iron, made in his Majefty’s colonies in 
America, m . be FURTHER MANUFACTURED IN THIS KINGDOM, be it 
further enatita by the authority aforetaid, that from and atter the 
twenty fourth day of Fune, 1750, no mill, or other engine, for, flitting 
On rolling of iro, or any plating forge, to work with a-tili hammer, or 
ly furnace for making fteel, {hall be erected; or, after fuch erection, 
tinwed IN ANY OF HIS MAJESTY’s COLONIES IN AMERICA,” 23d 
eit. Chap. 29, Sed. 9, | . 
A ; 
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--** Upon the - 


little gold and filver they have, muft be torn from 
their hands, or they will not be able, in a fhort time, 
to get an ax J, for cutting their firewood, nor a plough, 
for raifing their food. In what refpect, therefore, I 
beg leave to afk, is the late act preferable to the Stamp- 
4a, or more confiftent with the liberties of the colo- 
nies ?. For my own part, J regard them both with equal 
apprehenfions; and think they ought to be in the fame 


manner oppofed. 


Habemus quidem fenatus confultum,-------- tanquam 


gladium in vagina repofitum. 
We have a ftatute, laid up for future ufe, like a 
{word in the fcabbard. 


A FARMER. 


vail oe | 


+ Tho’ thefe particulars are mentioned as being abfolutely neceflary, 


_ “yet perhaps they are not more fo than glafs in our fevere winters, to | 


keep out the cold from our houfes ; or than paper, without which fuck 
inexpreffible confufions muft enfug. | 
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~ My dear CounTRYMEN, 


ERHAPS the objection to the late ace ith: 


pofing duties upon paper, Sc. might have been 
fafely refted on the argument drawn from the univerfal 
conduct of parliaments and minifters, from the firft 
exiftence of thefe colonies, to the adminitftration of 
Mr. Greenville. 


Waar but the indifputable, the acknowledged ex- 
clufive right of the colonies to tax themfelves, could 


be the reafon, that in this lone deriod of more than > 
8 


Ng 


one hundred and fifty years, no ftatute was ever pafied 


for the fole purpote of raifing a revenue on the colo- 
nies ? And how clear, how cogent muft that reafon be,’ 


to which every parliament, and every minifter, for fo 
long a time fubmitted, without a fingle attempt to in- 
novate ? 


EnGLanpD, in part of that courfe of years, and Great- 
Britain, in other parts, was engaged in feveral fierce 
expenfive wars; troubled with fome tumultuous and 
bold parliaments ; governed by many darine and 


wicked minifters ; yet none of them ever ventured to 


touch the Palladium of American liberty. Ambition, 
avarice, faction, tyranny, all revered it. Whenever 
it was neceflary to raife money on the colonies, the 


requifitions of the crown were made, and dutifully — 
complied with. The parliament, from time to time, 


regulated their trade, and that of the reft of the empire, 
to preferve their dependence, and the, connettion of 


.the whole in good order. 


*. Kee anoaety. ‘i 
- Tue people of Great-Britain, in fapport of their 
Se boaft much of their antiquity. It is true 


are antient ; yet it may well ke queftioned, if there 
et Me) is 


325] 
is a fingle privilege of a Britifb fubject, fapported by 


longer, more folemn, or more uninterrupted teltimony, 
than the exclufive right of taxation in thefe colonies. 
‘The people of Great- “Britain confider that kingdom as 
the fovereign of thefe colonies, and would now annex 
to that fovereignty a prerogative never heard of before. 
How would they bear this, was the cafe their own ? 
What would they think of a mew prerogative claimed 
by the crown? We may guefs what their conduct 
would be, from the tranfports of paffion into which 
they fell about the late embargo, tho’ laid to relieve 
the moft emergent neceffities of ftate, admitting: of no 
delay ; and for which there were numerous precedents. 


Let our liberties be treated with the fame tendernefs, 
and itis all we defire. = 


Expticir as the conduct of parliaments, for fo ma- 
ny ages, is, to prove that no money can be levied on 
thefe colonies by parliament, for the purpofe of railing 
a revenue, yet it 1s not the only evidence in our favour. 


Every one of the moft material ae acainkt 
the legality of the Stamp-A#, operates with equal | force 
againft the act now objected to; but as they are well 
known, it feems unneceflary to repeat them Nene. d 


SS 


Tuts general one only fhall Be confidered at prefent 
That tho’ thefe colonies are dependent on Great-Britain; 
and tho’ fhe has a legal power to make laws for prefery- 
ing that dependence ; yet it is not neceflary for this 
purpofe, nor effential to the relation between a mo- 
ther country and her colonies, as was eagerly contend- 
ed by the advocates for the Stamp.AG, that fhe fhould 
raife money on them without their certian 
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Cononzes were for merly planted by warlike nations, 
to keep their enemies in awe ; to relieve their country, 
overburthened with inhabitants; or to difcharge 


number 
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« number of difcohtented and troubiefome citizens. But 
in more modern ages, the {pirit of violence being in 
{ome meafure, if the expreffion may be allowed, fheath- 
ed in commerce, colonies have’been fettled by the na- 
tions of Exrope for the purpofes of trade. Thefe pur- 
pofes were to be attained, by the colonies raifing for 

‘their mother country thofe things which fhe did not 

, produice herfelf, and by fupplying themfelves from her 

with things they wanted. ‘Thele were the national ob- 
- geéis in the commencement of our colonies, and have 
been uniformly fo in their promotion. 


To anfwer thefe grand purpofes, perfect liberty was 

known to be neceflary,; all hiftory proving, that trade 

and freedom are nearly related to each other. By a 
due regard to this wife and juf plan, the infant colo- 
nies, expofedin the unknown climates and unexplored 

wilderncfles of this new world, lived, grew and flou- 
4 rifhed, 


| Tui parent country, with undeviating prudence 
and virtue, attentive to the firft principles of coloni- 
zation, drew toherfelf the benefits fhe might reafonably 
expect, and preferved to her children the bleffings, on 
‘which thofe benefits were founded. She made laws, 
obliging her colonies to carry to her all thote products, 
which fhe wanted for her own ule; and all thofe raw 
‘materials which fhe cliofe herfelf to work up. Befides 
this reftri@tion, fhe forbad them to procure manufactures 
from any other part of the globe, or even the products 
of European countries, which alone could rival her, . 
without being firft brought to her. In fhort, by a va- 
riety of laws, fhe regulated their trade in fuch a man- 
ner as fhe thought moft conducive to their mutual ad- | 
vantage, and her own welfare. A power was referved 
to the crown of repealing any laws that fhould be en- 
aged: The executive authority of government was allo 
lodged in the crown, and its reprefentatives 5 and an 
ee a os a ee appeal 
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appeal was fecured to the crown from all judgments in ~ 
the adminiftration of juftice. ° nt 


Fer all thefe powers, eftablifhed by the mother +) 
country over the colonies; for all thefeimmenfe emo- 
luments derived by her from them; for all their difi- 
culties and diftrefles in fixing themfelves, what was the 
recompence made them? A communication of her ™ 
rights in general, and particularly of that great one, 
the foundation of all the reit---that their property, ac- 
quired with fo much pain and hazard, fhould be dif- 
pofed of by none but * themfelves---or to ufe the beau- 
tiful and emphatic language of the facred fcriptures +, 
“* that they fhould fit every man under his vine, and un- 
der his fig-tree, and NONE sHOULD MAKE THEM 
AFRAID, yyy e | ea aan 


! 


Can any man of candor and knowledge deny, that 
thefe infticutions form an affinity between Great-Bri- 
tain and her colonies, that fuficiently fecures their de- 
pendence upon her ? Or that for her to levy taxes ; 
upon them, is to reverfe the nature of things ? Or that i 
fhe can purfue fuch a meafure, without reducing them { 


to a itate of vaflallage ? 


Ir any perfon cannot conceive the fupremacy of . | 

'. Great-Britain to exift, without the power of laying 
taxes to levy money upon us,the hiftory of the colo- | 
nies, and of Great-Britain, fince their fettlement, will | 
prove the contrary. He will there find the amazing 
advantages arifing to her from them---the conftant 
exercife of her fupremacy---and their filial fubmiffion 
to it, without a fingle rebellion, or even the thought: 
of one, from their firft emigration to this moment:-. 
And all thefe things have happened, without one in- 
ftance of Great-Britain’s laying taxes to levy money 

| upon them, | “A -How | 

Ce q mi he power of taxing themfelves, was the privilege of which the —. 


Englifb were, WITH REASON, particularly jealous.” Hume's Hift, of 
“england, SORE AVEC Aa lies’ ahem 7 bah 
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_. How many { Britifh authors have demonttrated, 
that the prefent wealth, power and glory of their coun- 
try, are founded upon thefe colonies? As conftantly 
as ftreams tend to the ocean, have they been pouring 

% ; ' y “the 
a” Tworany. 

i. t It has been faid in the Houfe of Commons, when complaints have | 
been made Of the decay of trade to any part of Europe, <* That fuch Kt . 
things were not worth regard, as Great-Britain was poiletled of colonies 
that could confume more of her manufactures than fhe was able to fup- 
ply them with.” Ve 

‘¢ As the cafe now ftands, we fhall thew that the plantations are a | 
' 


OEE 


{pring of wealth to this nation, that they work for us, that their TREA-~ 
SURE CENTERS ALL HERE, and that the laws have tied them fait 
enough to us; fo that it muft be through our own fault and mifmanage- ' 
ment, «if they become independent of Exgland.” fi ha 
- DAVENANT 02 the Plantation Trade, 
© It is better that the iflands fhould be fupplied from the Narthera 
Colonies than from England ; for this reafon, the provifions we might 
. fend to Barbados, Jamaica, &c. would be unimproved product of the 
earth, asgrain of alikinds, or fuch prodnét where there is little got by 
the improvement, as malt, falt beef and pork ; indeed the exportation 
of falt fith thither would be more advantageous, but the goods which 
we fend tothe Northern Colonies, are fuch whofe improvement may be 
juftly faid, one with another, to be near four fifths of the value of the 
ewhole commodity, as apparel, houthold furniture, and many other 
| things.4) a as y Idem. SOF ’ 
| * New-England is the mok prejudicial plantation to the kingdom of j 
England ; and yet to do right to that moft induitrious Exglifh colony, I ’ 
mutt confefs, that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with other 
foreign plantations, yet we are very great eainers by their direct trade 
from Old England. Our yearly exportation of Exgli/h manufactures, ; _ 
malt and other goods, from hence thither, amounting in my opinion, | h 
to ten times the value of what is imported from thence; which calculati- 
on I do not make at random, but upon mature confideration, and, per- 
adventure, upon as much experience in this very trade, as any other ner- 
» fon will pretend to ; and therefore, whenever reformation of our core 
refpondency in trade with that people fhall-be thought on, it will, in 
my poor judgment, require GREAT TENDERNESS, and VERY SERIOUS 
CIRCUMSPECTION.” , Sir Jostan CHILD’s Difcourfe o2 Trade. 
‘Our plantations fpendmoftly our Bugli/s manufactures, and thofe 
of all forts almoft imaginable, in egregious quantities, and employ near favo 
thirds of ail our Englith /hipping ; fo that we have more people in England, 
by reafon of our plantationsin America.” in Tedenees 


Sir Jostan Cusp fays, in another part of his work, ** That not - 
more than fifty families are maintained in. Eaeland by the refining of 
_ fagar.” From whence, and trom what Davenant fays, itis plain, that 
the advantages here faid to be derived from the plantations by Bagland 
| muft be meant chiefly of the continental colonics. a 
«I fhall jum up my whole remarks on our American colonies, with 
this eblervation, that as they are acertain annual revenue of SEVERAL | 
gic’ Vy aati 2" MILLIONS 
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the fruits of all their labors into their mother’s lap, ‘ 
Good heaven! and fhall a total oblivion of former ten- 
derneffes and bleflings, be fpread over the minds of a 
goocand wile nation, by the fordid arts of intriguing 


m bid meen, 


MILLIONS STERLING to their mother country, they ought carefully ta 
ve protected, duly encouraged, and everyopportunity that prefents,im- | 
proved for their iner ement and advantage, as every one they can pofli- 
bly reap, muft at laft return to us: with intereft.” 

; Brawes’s Lex Merc. Red. 

‘© We may Cuely adeante; that our trade and navigation are greatly. 
increafed by our colonies, and that they really are a fource of trealure 
and naval power to this kingdom, fince THEY WORK FOR Us, & THEPR 
TREASURE CENTERS HERE. Before their fettlement, our manufac- t 
tures were few, and thofe but indifferent; the number of Englifo a 
merchants very fmall, andthe whole fhipping of the nation much in- 
ferior to what now belongs to the Northern Colonies only. Thefeare 
ceriaimfads. Bur fince their eftablithment, our condition has. altered — 
for the better, almoft of a degree beyond credibility.---Our MANUFAC-. i 
TURES are prodigioufly increafed, chiefly by the demand for them in 4 
the plantations, where they AT LEAST TAKE OFF ONE HALF, and fup- : 
ply us with, many valuable commodities for exportation, which is as i 
great aremolument tothemother kingdom, astotheplantationsthem- = 
felyes.” PosTLETHWAYT’s Univ. Di@. of Trade and Commerce. f 

** Moft of the nations of Evrope have interfered with us, more or y 
Yefs, in divers of our ftaple manufactures, within half a century, not “4 
only in our woollen, but in our Jead and tin manufacures, as well as fl 
our fifheries:” PosTLETHWAYT, ibid. | 

«fhe inhabitants of our colonies, by carrying on a trade with their 4 
Joreign neighbours, do not only occafion a greater quantity of the goods and 
merchandize of Europe being Jeutfrom hence to them, anda greater quan- ; 
tity of the product of America to be fent from them hither, which 4 
would otherwife be carried from and brought to Europe by Foreigners, Dats ae 
an increafe of the feamen and navigation in thofe parts, which 1s of i 
great ftrength and fecurity, as well as of great advantage to our plan- ; 
tations in general, And though ome of our colonies are not only for 
preventing the importation of all.goads of the fame Species they produce, but > 
fuffer particular planters to keep great runs of landin their poffefion uncul- 1 
tivated, with delign to prevent new fettlements, whereby they imagine : 

the prices of theirs baa eetion? may be affected ; yet if it be confidered, i 
that the markets of Great-Britain depend on the markets of ALL Europe 1 
in general, and that the European markets in general depend on the pro- : 
portion between the aznual confumption and the whole quantity of each 
fpecies annually produced by ALL uations ;- it mutt follow, that whether 

we orforeigners are the producers, carriers, impor ters and exporters 
of Americau produce, *yet their refpective prices in each colony (the dif- 
ference of freight, cuftoms and importations confidered) will always 
bear proportion to the general conjumption of the whole quantity of each 
fort, produced in all colonies, and in all parts, allowing only for the ufual 
contingencies that trade and commerce, agriculture party Me aN 
pre liable to in all countries,” OST eae Bia 
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men, who covering their felfifh projects under pre- 
tences of public good, firft enrage their countrymen 
into a frenzy of paffion, and then advance their own . 
influence and intereft, by gratifying the paffion, which 


they themielves have bafely excited. ! 
| HIrHERTO. 


‘é It is certain, that from the very time Sir William Raleigh, the fa- 
ther of our Englifh colonigs, and his affociates, firft projected thefe 
efiablifaments, there have been perfons who have found an intereft, in 
mifreprejenting, OF leflening the value of them.--The attempts were 
called cbimerical and dangerous. Afterwards many malignant fug- 
geftions were made about facrificing fo many Exglifdmen to the obfinate 
Mefire of fettling colonies in countries which then produced very little . 
advantage. But as thefe difficulties were gradually furmounted, thofe 
complaints vanifhed. No fooner were theje lamentations over, but others 
arofe in their ftead ; when it could be no longer faid, that the colonies 
were ufele/s, it was alledged that they were not u/efeal enough to their 
mother country ; that while we were loaded with taxes, they were ab- 
folutely free ; that the planters lived like princes, while the inhabitants 
of England \aboured hard for a tolerable fubfiitence.”’ 
| PosTLETHWAYT, ibid. 
“© Before the fettlement of thefe colonies,” fays Pofilethwayt, © our 
manufactures were few, and thofe but indifferent. In thofe days we 
® had not only our navals ftores, but our fhips from our neighbours. 
Germany furnifhed us with all things made of metal, even to nails. 
Wine, paper, linens, and a thoufand other things, came from Fravce. 
Portugal fapplied us with fugar; all the products of America were 
| poured into us from Spain ; And the Venetians and Genoefe retailed to 
_us the commodities of the Eaj?-Indies, at their own price.” 
<¢ If it be afked, whether foreigners, for what goods they take of us, 
do not pay on that confumption a great portion of our taxes ? It is ad- 
ynitted they do.” PoOSTLETHWAYT’S Great-Britain’s True Syftem. } 
‘* If we are afraid that one day or other the colonies will revolt, and 
fet up for themfelves, as fome feem to apprehend, let us not drive 
them to a zeceffity to feel themfelves independent of us; as they veil 
do, the monient they’ perceive that THEY CAN BE SUPPLIED 
WITH ALL THINGS FROM WITHIN THEMSELVES, and do not 
need our afiftance, If we would keep them ftill dependent upon their 
mother country, and in fome refpetts, /ubfervient to her wtews afid 
welfare ; let us make it their INTEREST always to be fo.” 
ai he "gh “ite ye es - TUCKER on Trade. 
‘* Our colonies, while they have £ag/i/> blood in their vei 
have relations in Exgland, nie WHILE san CAN GET Theos ive 
WITH US, the fronger and greater they grow, the more this crows and 
| kingdom will get by them ; and nothing but fuch an arbitrary power as 
fhall make them defperate, can bring them to rebel.” 
ae, ies _ Davenant on ibe Plantation Trade. 
| ‘nila The Northern colonies are not upon the fame footing as thofe of . 4 * 
| the South ; and having aworfe {oil to improve, they moult find the re- . 
compence fome other way, which only caw be ig property and domi- ‘ 
pion; Upon which fcore, any INNOVATIONS in the form of govern. | 
os ment 
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Hituserto Great-Britain has been contented with 


her profperity. Moderation has been the rule of her 
—condu&. But now, a generous humane people, that 


fo often has protected the liberty of firangers, is en- 
flamed into an attempt to tear a privilege from her 
| own 


ment there, fhould be cautioufly examined, for fear. of entering ‘upon, 
meafures, by which the induftry of the inhabitants be quite difcou- 
raged, “Tis ALWAYS UNFORTUNATE for a people, either by con- 
SENT, Or Upon COMPULSION, to depart from their PRIMITIVE INSTI- 
TUTIONS, and THOSE FUNDAMENTALS, by which they were FIRST 
UNITED TOGETHER.” ‘ | Idem, 
- The .mott effectual way of uniting the colonies, is to make it their 
common intereft to oppofe the defigns and attempts of Great-Britain. 
<¢ All wife ftates will well confider how to preferve the advantages 
arifing from colonies, and avoid the evils. And-I conceive that there 
can be but TWO ways in nature to hinder them from throwing off their 


dependence ; ove to keep it out of their power, and the other, out of | 


their will. The firft muft be by force, and the latter by u/ing them well, 


and keeping them employed in fuch productions, and making fuch | 


manufactures, as will fupport themfelves and families comfortably, 


and procure ibem wealth too, and at leaft not prejudice their mo- — 


ther country. 


<¢ Force can never be ufed effectually to anfwer'the end, without de- » 


firoying the colonies themfelves. Liberty and encouragement are neceflary 


‘to carry people thither, and to keep'them together when they are there; 


and violence will hinder both. Any body of troops, confiderable 
enough to awe them, and keep them in fabjeStion, under the direction 
too of a needy governor, often fent thither to make his fortune, and 
at fuch a diftance trom any application for redrefs, will foon put a 


end to all planting, and leave the country to the foldiers alone, and if 


it did not, «would eat up all the profit of the colony. For this reafon, ar- 


bitrary countries have not been equally fucceisful in planting colo- - 


nies with free ones ; and what they have done in that kind, has either 
been by force, or at a vaft expence, or by departing from the nature of 
their gowernment, and giving fuch privileges to planters as were denied ta 
their other fubjeéis. And I dare fay, that a few prudent laws, and a 
little prudent conduct, would foon give us far the greateft thare of the 
riches of all America, perhaps drive many of other nations out of it, or 
into other colonies for fhelter. . F 

‘* There are fo many exigencies in all ftates, fo many foreign wars, and 


domeftic difturbances, that thefe colonies CAN NEVER WANT OPPORTU- 


NITIES, if they watch for them, to do what they fall find their intereft to do ; 
and therefore we ought to take all the precautions in our power, that 
it fhall never be their interefis to act againft that of their native country ; 
an evil which can no otherwile be averted, than by keeping them fully 
employed in {och trades as will increafe their own, as well as our wealth; 
for itis much to be feared, if we do not find employment for them, 
they may find it for ws3; the intereft of the mother country, is always. 
to keep them dependent, and fo employed ; and it requires all her ad- 


~drefs to do it 5 and-it is certainly’ more ea/ily and effeftually done by 


gentle and imjenfile methods, than by power alone,” Cato’s Letters. 
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own children, which, ifexecuted, muft, in their opini- 
on, fink them into flaves: Anp ror wHat? For a 
pernicious power,: not neceflary to her, as her own ex- 
perience may convince her; but horribly dreadful 
and deteftable to them. 


Ir feems extremely probable, that when cool, dif- 
paffionate pofterity, fhall confider the affectionate in- 
tercourfe, the reciprocal benefits, and the unfufpeSting 
confidence, that have fubfifted between thefe colonies. 
and their parent country, for fuch alength of time, 
they will execrate, with the bittereft curfes the infa- 
mous memory of thofe men, whofe peftilential ambition 
-unneceflarily, wantonly, cruelly, firft opened the 
fources of civil difcord between them ; firft turned 
their love into jealoufy ; and firft taught thefe pro- 
-winces, filled with grief and anxiety, to enquire--- 
Mens ubi materna eft 2 
| Where is maternal affection ? 


A FARMER. 
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My dear COUNTRYMEN, | { 


Li may perhaps be objected againft the arguments 
fi that have been offered to the public, concerning 
the legal power of the parliament, °* that it has always * 
exercifed the power of impofing duties, for the purpofes’ — 
of raifing a revenue on the productions of thefe colonies : 
cartied to Great- Britain, which may be called a tax on 

them.” To this objection I anfwer, that this is no | 
violation of the rights of the colonies, it being implied © 
in the relation betweea them and Great-Britain, that | 
they fhould not carry fuch commodities to other nati- © 


‘ ¥ 


¥ 


ons, as fhould enable them ro interfere with the mother — 
| country. The impofition of duties on thefe cornmodi- — 
of ties, when brought to her, is only a confequence of © 
cher parental right ; and if the point is thoroughly — 
examined, the duties will be found to be laid on the © 
people of the mother country. Whatever they are; ” 
they mutt proportionably raife the price of the goods; } 
and confequently muft be paid by the confumers. In — 
this light they were confidered by the parliament in © 
Bs the 25th Charles II. Chap. 7, Sect. 2, whichfays, that — 
aa the productions of the plantations were cartied from 
one to another free from ail cuftoms, ‘¢. while the fub- 
jects of this your kingdom of England have paid great _ 
cuftoms and impofitions for what of them have been SPENT | 
HERE, 6. : er " | 
Binge | 
 Besipes, if Great-Britain exports thefe commodities 
again, the duties will injure her own trade, fo that fhe 
cannot hurt us, without plainly and immediately hurt-, 
», ing herfelf; and’ this is our check againt her acting: 
arbitrarily in this refpect. ae 
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* It may be perhaps further obje@ted, “ that it be- 


ing granted that ftatutes made for regulating trade, 
are binding upon us, it will be difficult for any — perfon, 
but the makers of the laws, to determine, which of 
them are made for the regulating of trade; and which 
for raifing a revenue ; and that from hence may arife 
confufion,” 


To this I anfwer, that the objection is of no force in 
the prefent cafe, or fuch as refemble it; becaufe the 
act now in quettion, is formed exprefly FOR THE SOLE 
PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE. 


a 


However, fuppofing the defign of parliament had 
not been. expreffed, the objection feems to me of no 
| 7 weight, 


_ * Ifany one fhould obferve that no oppofition has been made to the 
legality of the 4th Geo, IIT. Chap. 15, which is the First aét of par- 
lament that ever impofed duties on the importations into America, for 
the exprefed purpofe of raifing a revenue there, I anfwer, Firit, That 
tho’ the aét exprefly mentions the raifing a revenue in America, yet it 
feems that it had as much in view. thé ‘ improving and fecuring the 
trade between the fame and Great-Britain,” which words are part of its 
title: And the preamble fays, ‘* Whereas it is expedient that new pro- 
vifions and regulations fhould be eftablifhed for improving the revenue 
of this kingdom, and for extending and fecuring the navigation dnd com- 
merce between Great-Britain, and your Majefly’s dominions in America 
which by the peace have been fo happily exterided and enlarged,” @e. 
‘Secondly, Al/ the duties mentioned in that act are impofed folely on the 
_ productions and manufactures of foreign countries, and not a fingle duty 
Jaid on any production or manufacture of our mother country. Thirdly, 
the authority of the provincial affemblies is not therein fo plainly aé- 
tacked as by the laft act, which makes provifion for defraving- the charges 
of the ‘* adminiftration of juftice,” and ‘* the fupport of civil go- 
vernment.” Fourthly, That it being doubtful, whether the intention 
of the 4th Geo. III. Chap. tg, wasnot as much #o regulate trade, as to 
raife a revenue, the minds of the people here were wholly engrofled by 
the terror of the Stamp-Ad, then impending over them, about the in- 
tention of which there could be no doubt, ! 
Thefe reafons fo far diftinguifh the 4th Geo. HI. Chap, 14, from the 
laft act, that it is not tobe wondered at, that the firft fhould have 
“been fubmitted to, tho’ the /af fhould excite the moft univerfal and’ 


 fpirited oppofition. For this will be found, on the ftricteft examination, 


to be, in the priaciple on which it is founded, and in the confequences 


that muft attend it, if poffible, more deftructive than the Stamp-Ad. 


‘It is, to fpeak plainly, a prodicy inour iaws ; not having one Briti/h 
feature: si 
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weight, with repard to the influence which thofe who. 
may make it, might expect it ought to have. on the 
conduct of thele colonies. 


Ir is true, that zmpcfiticns for raifing a revenue, may 
be hereafter called regu/ations of trade: But names 
will not change the nature of things. Indeed we 
ought firmly to believe, what is an undoubted truth, 
confirmed by the unhappy experience of many ftates 
heretofore free, that UNLESS THE MOST WATCHFUL 
ATTENTION BE EXERTED, A NEW SERVITUDE MAY BE 
SLIPPED UPON US, UNDER THE SANCTION OF USUAL 
AND RESPECTABLE TERMS. 


Tuus the Czefers ruined the Roman liberty, under 
the titles of tribunical and di@atorial authorities, old and 
venerable dignities, known in the moft flourifhing 
times of freedom. In imitation of the fame policy, 
Fames 1. when he meant to-eftablifh popery, talked of 
liberty of conicience, the moft facred of all liberties ; 


and had thereby almoft deceived the Diffenters into 
deftruction, 


Au. artful rulers, who ftrive to extend their power 
beyond its juft limits, endeavor to give to their attempts 
as much femblance of legality as poMble. ‘Thofe who 
fucceed them may venture to goa little further; for. 
each new encroachment will be ftrengthened by a 
former. ‘ +-That which 1s now fupported by exam- 
ples, growing old, will become an example irfelf,” 
and thus fupport frefh uiurpations, 


AV FREE people therefore can never be too quick. in 
obferving, nor too firm in Oppofing the beginnings 
of alteration either in form or reelity, rpecting  infti- 
tutions formed for their fecurity. ‘ihe firftt kind of 
alteration leads to the laft : Yet, on the other hand, 


nothing 
‘ } + Tacitus. 
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nothing is more certain, than that the forms of liberty 
may be retained, when the /udftance is gone. In go- 
vernmenr, as well as in religion, ‘¢ The letter killeth, 


but the /pirit giveth life $.” 


I wit beg leave to enforce this remark by a few 

nitances. The crown, by the conititution, has the 
ova of creating peers. The exiftence of that 
ordeft, in due number and dignity, is effential to the 
conftitution; and if the crown:did not exercife that 
prerogitive, the peerage muit have long fince de- 
crealed. fo muchas to have lofl its proper influence. 
Suppote a prince, for fome unjuft purpofes, fhould, 
from time to time, advance fo many needy, profligate 
wretches to that rank, that all the independence of the 
houte of lords fhould be deftroyed ; there would then 
be amanifeft violation of the ee i ah under the 
appearance of ufing legal prerogative, 


Tue houfe of commons claim the privilege of 
forming ali money bills, and will not fuffer either of 
the other branches of the legiflature to add to, or alter 
them ; contending that their power fimply extends to 
an acceptance or rejection of them. ‘This privilege 
appears to be juft: but under pretence of this jutt 
privilege, the houfe ef commons has claimed a licence 
of tacking to money bills, claufes relating to things of 
a totally “different kind, ‘and thus forcing them in a 
manner on the king and lords. This. feems to be an 
abufe of that privilege, and it may be vaftly more 
abufed. Suppote a future houte, influenced by fome dif- 
placed, ap aA demagogues---in a time of dan- 
ger, fhould tack to a money Bill, fomething fo injuri- 
ous to the king and peers, that they would not affent 
ty it, and yet the commons fhould obftinately infift on 

; the whole kingdom would be expoled to ruin by 
Het, under the appearance of maintaining a valuable 


privilege. 
Fe 2 ay OY ALN 
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In thefe cafes it might be difficult for a while to de- 
termine, whether the king intended to exercile his 
prerogative in a conftitutional manner or not; oF 
whether the commons infifted on their demand faéti- 
oufly, or for the public good ; But furely the conduct 
of the crown or of the houfe, would in time fufficiently 
explain itfelf, | : 


Ovcur not the propre therefore to watch? to ob- 
ferve facts? to fearch into caufes? to inveftigate 
defigns ? And have they not a right of yupcine from 
the evidence before them, on no flighter points than 
their Jiberty and happinefs? It would be lefs than 
trifling, wherever a Briti/d government is eftablifhed, 
to make ufe of any arguments to prove fuch a right. 
It is fufficient to remind the reader of the day, on the 
anniverfary of which the firft of thefe letters 1s dated. 


I witi now apply what has been faid to the prefent 
queftion, a ; 


Tue nature of any impofitions laid by parliament ont 
thefe colonies, muft determine the defign in laying 
them. It may not be eafy in every inftance to dif- 


cover that defign. Wherever it is doubtful, I think | 


fubmiffion’ cannot be dangerous; nay, it muft be 
right; for, in my opinion, there is: no privilege thefe 
colonies claim, which they ought in duty and prudence 
more earneftly to maintain and defend, than the au- 
thority of the Briti/h parliament to regulate the trade 
of all her dominions. Without this authority, the 
benefits fhe enjoys from our commerce, muft be loft to 
her: The bleffings we enjoy from our dependence 
upon her, muft be loftto us. Her ftrength muft de- | 
cay ; her glory vanifh , and fhe cannot fuffer without 
our partaking in her misfortune, Let us therefore 
cherifh ber interefts as our own, and give ber every thing, 
that it becomes FREEMEN to give or to receive. is * 


| THE 


a ar 


| ‘Yue nature of any impofitions fhe may lay upon us” 
Jimay, in general, be known, by confidering how far 


they relate to the preferving, in due order, the con- 
nection between the feveral parts of the Britifob empire. 
One thing we may be affured of, which is this---When- 
ever fhe impofes duties on commodities, to be paid 


‘to raife a revenue upon us. Other inftances may hap- 


pen, which it may not be neceffary at prefent to dwell» 


on. I hope thefe colonics will never, to their lateft 
‘exiftence, want underftanding fufficient to dilcover 
the intentions of thofe who rule over them, nor the 
yefolution neceflary for aflerting their interefts. They 
will always haye the fame’ rights, that all free ftates 


aves of judging when their privileges are invaded, 
W and of ufing all prudent meafures for preierving them. 


Quocirea, vivite fortes, 


i -Fortiaque adverfis oppomiie pectora rebus. | 
|| Wherefore keep up your {pirits, and gallantly 


oppofe this adverfe courfe of affairs. \ 


‘A FARMER 


only upon their exportation from Great-Britain to thele. 
j colonies, itis not a regulation of trade, but a defign 
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My dear COUNTRYMEN, at 


oo FiIS letter is intended more particularly for fuch”|| 

of you, whofe employments in lite may have | 
prevented your attending to the confideration of fome | 
points that are of great and public importance: For | 
many fuch perfons there mutt be even in thefe colonies, | 
where the inhabitants in general are more intelligent [ 
than any other people whatever, as has been remarked | 


if } 


by ftrangers, and it feems with reafon. ij 


SoME of you, perhaps, filled, as I know your breafts | 
are, with loyalty to our moft excellent Prince, and [ 
with love to our dear mother country, may feel your-) | 
felves inclined, by the affections of your hearts, to i 
approve every action of thofe whom you fo much ve- ; 
nerate and efteem. A prejudice thus flowing from * 
goodnels of difpofition, is amiable indeed. I with it , 
could be indulged without danger. Did I think this ' 
poffible, the error fhould have been adopted, and not 
oppofed by me. But in truth, all men are fubjeét to: 
the frailties of nature; and therefore whatever regard 
we entertain for the perfons of thole who govern us, 
we fhould always remember that their conduét, as rz- | 
Jers, may be influenced by human infirmities. f 

y el 

WueEn any laws, injurious to thefe colonies, are . 
paffed, we cannot fuppofe, that any injury was intend- , 
ed us by his Majefty, or the Lords. For the affent of ( 
the crown and peers to laws, feems, as far as ] am able 
to judge, to have been vefted in them, more for their | 
own fecurity, than for any other purpofe. On the || 
other hand, it is the particular bufinefs of the people, to 
enquire and difcover what regulations are ufeful for © 
themfelves, and to digeft and prefent them in the form Ait 
of bills, to the other orders, to have them enacted in- — 

to 


1 
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+o laws. Where thefe laws are-to bind them/felves, it 
may be expected, that the houfe of commons will very 
carefully confider them: But when they are making 
laws that are not defigned to bind themfelves, we can- 
not imagine that their deliberations will be as * cauti- 
cous and {crupulous, as in their own cate. | 
? I am 


* Many remarkable inftances might be produced of the extraordina- 
ry inattention with which bills of gieat importance, concerning thefe 


Tcolonies, have pafledin parliament ; which is owing, as it is fuppofed, 
Ito the bills being brought in by the perfons who have points to carry, 
Hfo artfully framed, that it is not eafy for the members in general, in 
Bthe hatte of bufinefs, to difcover their tendency. 

The following inftances thew the truth of this remark. When Mr. | 


‘Greenville, in the violence of reformation, formed the 4th Geo. Lif. 
Chap. rsth, for regulating the American trade, the word ** Ireiand™ 
was dropt in the claufe relating to cur iron and lumber, fo that we 
could fend thefe articles to no part of Europe, but to Great Britain. 


¥ This was fo unreafonable a reftricticn, and (o contrary tothe fentiments 
W of the legiflature for many years before, that it is furprizing it thould 
H not have been taken notice of in the houfe. However the bill paffed 


into a law. But when the matter was explained, this reftriction was 
taken off by a fubfequent act, Icannot pofitively fay how long after 


B the taking off this reitriction, as I have not the act, but Ithink, in lefs 


than 18 months, another act of parliament paffed, in which the word 
“6 Ireland” was left out, juitas it had been before. The matter being 


a fecond time explained, was a fecond time regulated, 


Now if it be confidered, that the omiffion mentioned ftruck off with 
ONE word SO VERY GREAT A PART OF OUR TRADE, it muit appear 


q remarkable 3; and equally fo is the method by which Ace became an 
} enumerated commodity. 


‘¢ The enumeration was obtained ({fays Mr. [a] Gee) by one Cole, a 


§ Captain of a fhip, employed by a company then trading to Caroliza, 


for feveral thips going from Kzgland thither, and purchafing rice for 
Portugal, prevented the aforefaid Captain ot a loading, Upon his corning 
home, he poffeffled one Mr. Lowzwzdes, a member of parlament (who 


§ was very frequently employed to prepare bills} with an opinion, that car- 


rying rice directly to Poriugal, was.a prejudice to the trade of Exgland, 
and PRIVATELY got aclaule into an aéi, to make 't an enumerated 
commodity ; by which means he fecured a freight to himjelf. BuT THE 
CONSEQUENCE PROVED A VAST LOSS TO THE NATION.” 

» Ifind-tbat this cliute, © PRIVATELY got into an att,” FoR THE 


is foifted into the 3d and 4th 4am”, Chap’ sth, incituled, ** An aét for 
granting to her Majefty a further fubfidy ‘on wines and merchandizes 
imported,” with which it has no more connection, than with 34th #d- 
ward I. the 34th and 35th of Henry VIII. and the 25th of Charles II. 
WHICH PROVIDE, THAT NO PERSON SHALL BE TAXED BUT BY HIM- 
SELF OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE. 

' [a]: Gee on Trade, page 32. 


’ 


BENEFIT OF CAPTAIN COLE, to tive ‘* VAST LOSS OF THE NATION,” 


y ‘ 
n 
4 | 
sl 14 
.. . iD 
ey é 
7) 2h 
. 
pa). 
7» 
7 
Hy 
; ; 
"i 7 
G 
i a 
ig 
rim yt 
: 
y / 
ite hf 
AG 2 oy 
te. 
ji AY i 
a 
{ amity 
ihe 
t 


ee ns 
Pipehagte 
wae 


———o eset 


a 


rt 


ee Mh 


IN ‘2 Wo//l AeA 


Py i+ 


_himfelf poputar at home; and I do alfo believe, that 


“here to confider this act as the aét of a party---perhaps | 


I am told, that there is a wonderful addrefs frez 
quently ufed in carrying points in the houfe of com- 
mons, by perions experienced in thefe affairs.----That | 
opportunities are watched---and fometimes votes are, 
paffed, that if all the members had been prefent, ) 
would have been rejected by a great majority. Certain — 
itis, that when a powerful and artful man has deter-— 
mined on any meafure againft thefe colonies, he has. 


always fucceeded in his attempt. Perhaps ae | 
i 


fw gt | 


{ 


it will be proper for us, whenever any oppreffive act 

affecting us is pafled, to attribute it to the inattention © 
of the members of the houfe of commons, and to the? 
malevolence or ambition of fome factious great man,/) 
rather than to any other caufe. | — 


Now I do verily believe, that the late act of parlia-) 
ment, impofing duties on paper, Sc. was formed by 1 
Mr. Greenville, and his party, becaufe it 1s evidently a > 
part of that plan, by which he endeavoured to render) 


| 
p| 
not one half of the members of the houfe of commons, — 
even of thofe who heard it read, did perceive how de- 
ftructive it wasto American freedom. For this reafon , 
as itis ufual in Great-Britain, to confider the King’s) 


fpeech as the fpeech of the miniftry, it may be right: 


I fhould {peak more properly, if I was to ufe another” 
term. eke Ya 

THERE are two ways of laying taxes. One is, by | 
impofing a certain fum on particular kinds of proper-— 
ty, to be paid by the w/er or confumer, or by rating the 
perfon at acertain fum, The other is, by impofing a 
certain fuim on particular kinds of property, to be paid» 


by the feller. ee H 


WHEN aman pays the firft fort of tax, he knows © 


with certainty that he pays fo much money for eg 
| ae y The. 
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‘The canfideration tor which he pays it, is remote, and, 
it may be, does not occurto him. He 1s fenfible too, 
that he is commanded and obliged to pay it as a tax, and 
therefore pale are apt to be difpleafed with this fore 
of tax, 


Tur other fort of tax is ane tae to in a very dif- 
ferent manner, The purchafer of an article, very fel- 
dom refleéts that the feller raifes his price, fo as to in- 
demnify himfelf for the tax he has paid. He knows 
that the prices of things are continually fluétuating, 
-and if he thinks about the tax, he thinks at the fee 
time, in all probabihty, that he might have paid as 
much, if the article he buys had not been taxed, He 
gets fomething wifi ble and agreeable for his monev ; and 
tax and price are fo confounded together, that He, can- 
not feparate, or does not chufe to ‘take the trouble of 
feparating them. ' 


Tuis mode of taxation therefore is the mode fuited 
to arbitrary and oppreffive governments. The love of 
liberty is fo natural to the human heart, that unfeeling 

tyrants think themfelves obliged to accommodate their 
{chemes as much as they can tothe appearance of juftice 
and reafon, and to deceive thofe whom they refolve to 
deftroy, or opprefs, by prefenting to them a miferable 
picture of freedom, when theineftimable original i is loft. 


THIS policy did not efcape the cruel and rapacious 


NERO. That monfter, apprehenfive that his crimes 


might endanger his authority and life, thought proper 
to do fome popular atts, to fecure the obedience of his 
fubjects. Arhong other things; fays Tacitus, ‘* he re- 
mitted the twenty y fifch part’ of the price on the fale of 
flaves, but rather in foew than reality; for the feller 


being ordered to pay ity, it became part-of the price to 
ae bu oe Pn 
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‘Turs is the reflection of the judicious Hiftorian, but 
the deluded people gave their intamous Emperor fall 
credit for his falfe generofity. Other nations have 
been treated in the fame manner the Romans were. 
The honeft, induftrious Germans, who are fettled in 
different parts of this continent, can inform us, that it 
was this fort of tax that drove them from their native 
land to our woods, at that time the feats of perfect and 
 undifturbed freedom. 


Terr Princes, enfiamed by the luft of power, 
and the luft of avarice, two furies that the more they 
are gorged, the more hungry they grow, tranfgreffed 
the bounds they ought, in regard to themfelves, to 


have oblerved. To keep up the deception in the 


minds of fubjects, * there mult be,” fays @ avery 
learned author, “* fome proportion between the impoft 
and the value of the commodity ; wherefore there ought 


not to be an exceffive duty upon merchandizes of uttle 
value. There are countries in which the duty ex- 


ceeds feventeen or eighteen times the value of the com- 
modity. In this cafe the Prince removes the illufion. 
His fubjects plainly fee they are dealt with in an un- 
reafonable manner, which renders them ,moft exqui- 
fitely fenfible of their flavith fituation.” From hence it 
appears, that fubjeéts may be ground down into mifery 
by this fort of taxation, as well as by the former. 
They will be as much impoverithed, if their money 1s 
taken from them in this way as in the other; and that 


ic will be taken, may be more evident, by attending — 


to a few more confiderations. 


THe merchant or importer, who pays the duty at 
firft, will not confent to be fo much money out of poc- 
ket, He therefore proportionably raifes the price of 


his goods, It may then be {aid to be a conteft between. a 


him 


G Monte/quieu's Spirit of Laws, Book 13, Chap. 8. 
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1 him and the perfon offering to buy, who fhall lote the 


duty. This mutt be decided by the nature of the com- 
modities, and the purchafer’s demand for them. If 
they are mere luxuries, he is at liberty to do as he 
pleafes, and if he buys, he does it voluntarily: But if 
they are abfolnte neceffaries or conveniencies, which wie 
and‘cuftom have made requifite for the comfort of 
life, and which he is not permitted, by the power 
impofing the duty, fo get elfewhere, there the feller has 
a plain advantage, and the buyer mit pay the duty. In 
fact, the feller is nothing lefs than a collector of the 
tax for the pewer that impoted it. Ifthefe duties then 
are extended to the neceflaries and conveniencies of life 
in general, and enormoufly encreafed, the people muft 


at length become indeed °° moft exquifitely fenfible of 


|. their flavifh fituation.” Their happinels therefore en- 


tirely depends on the moderation of thofe who have au- 
thority to impote the duties, 


IsHatt now apply thefe obfervations to the late ack 
of parliament. Certain duties are thereby impofed on 
paper and glafs, imported into thefe colonies. Bythe 
laws of Great-Britain we are pronibited to get thefe ar- 
ticles fromany other part of the world, We cannot at 

refent, nor for many years to come, tho’ we fhould 
apply ourfelves to thele manufactures with the utmoft 
induftry, make enough ourielves for our own ule. 
That paper and glafs are not only convenient, but ab- 


folutely neceflary for us, I imagine very few will con- 


tend. Some perhaps, who think mankind erew wick- 
‘ed and luxurious, as foon as they found out another 


way of communicating their fentiments than by fpeecn, 


and another way of dwelling than in caves, may advance 


‘{o whimfical an opinion. But I prefume no body will 
‘take the unneceflary trouble of refuting them. 


| SFROM thefe remarks I think it evident, that. we 
uf? wie paper and elafs ; thar what we ule mui be 
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Britifh , and that we muf pay the duties impofed, un- 
lefs thofe who fell thefe articles, are fo generous as to 
make us prefents of the duties they pay. 

- Some perfons may think this aét of no confequence, 
_ becaufe the duties are fo fmall. A fatalerror. That is 
the very circumftance moft alarming to me. For I am 
convinced, that the authors of this law would never: | 
_ have obtained an aé& to raife fo trifling a furmas it muft 
do, had they not intended by 7¢ to eftablith a precedent 
for future ule. Toconfole ourfelves with the /mallnefs 
of the duties, is to walk deliberately into the fnare that 
is fet for us, pratfing the neatne/s of the workmanfhip. 
~Suppofe the duties impofed by the late aé could be 
paid by thefe diftrefled colonies with the utmoft eafe, 
and that the purpofes to which they are to be applied, 
were the moft reafonable and equitable that can be con- 
ceived, the contrary of which I hope to demonftrate 
before thefe letters are concluded ; yet even in fuch 
a fuppofed cafe, thefe colonies ought to regard the act | 
with abhorrence. For wHo ARE A FREE PEOPLE? 
Not ¢hofe, over whom government is reafonably and 
equitably exercifed, but zhofe, who live under a go: 
vernment fo conftitutionally checked and controuled, that 
proper provifion is made againft its being otherwile 
exercifed, ' . 


‘Tue late aft is founded on the deftruction of this 
conf{titutional fecurity. 1f the parliament have a right 
to lay aduty of Four Shillings and Eight-pence ona_ 
hundred weight of glafs, ora ream of paper, they have 
aright to lay a duty of any otherfum on either. They 
may raife the duty, as the author before quoted fays 
has beendonein fome countries, till it ** exceeds feven- 
teen or eighteen times the value of the commodity.” 
In fhort, if they have aright to levy a tax of one penny 
upon us, they have a right to levy a million upon us ‘ 
For where does their right ftop ?. At any given number 
of Pence, Shillings or Pounds? To attempt hg 

| ‘ amas he 
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their right, after granting it to exift at all, is.as contra- 
ry to reafon----as granting it to exift at all, is contrary 
tojuftice. If they have any right to tax ws----then, 
whether our own money fhall continue in our own pockets 
or not, depends no longer on ws, but on them. 
+ There is nothing which” we ‘ can call our own; 
or, to ufe the words of Mr. Locke----wHaT PROPERTY 
HAVE”? WE °° IN THAT, WHICH ANOTHER MAY, BY 
RIGHT, TAKE, WHEN HE PLEASES, TO HIMSELF?” 


_ Tuesz duties, which will inevitably be levied upon 
us---which are now levying upon us---are exprefly laid 


FOR THE SOLE PURPOSES OF TAKING MONEY. | This 


is the true definition of “‘¢awes.” They are therefore 
taxes. This money is to be taken from us. We are there- 
fore taxed. Thofe who are taxed without their own con- 
fent, expreffed by themfelves or their reprefentatives, 
are flaves. We ave taxed without our own conient, ex- 
prefled by ourfelves or our reprefentatives. We are 
therefore---* SLAVES. . | 
Whine. 2 ibbferable vulgus 
A miferable tribe. 


| A'FARMER. 
_} Lord Cambden's fpeech. 


_ #* © Tis my opinion, that this kingdom has no right to lay a Tax 
upon the colonies.”---“* The Americans are the sons, not the Bas- 
‘carps of England.”---‘* The dittinétion between LEGISLATION and 
AXATION is eflentially neceffary to liberty.”---‘* The commons of 
“America, reprefented in their feveral aflemblies, have ever been in pof- 
feffion of this their conftitutional right, of GIV'NG AND GRANTING 
THEIR OWN MONEY. They would have been SLAVES, if they! aad 
not enjoyed it.” “* The idea of a virtual reprefentation of America i 
_ this houfe; is the moft contemptible idea, that evet entered into the 
head of man,---It does not deferve a ferious reftitation.”’ ; 
diay 5 ait . Mr. Pitt's /peech on the Stamp-A&. 
That great and excellent man Lord Cambdea, maintains the fame 
opinion. His {peech in the houfe of peers, on the declaratory bill of 
the fovereignty of Great-Britain over tne colonies, has lately appeared 
jn our papers. The following extracts fo perfectly agree with, and 
confirm the fentiments avowed in thefe letters, that it is hoped the in- 
 ferting them in this note will be excuied. 
-- & As the Affair is of the utwoflimportance, and in its confequences 
fay inyolve the fate of hsugdowis, 1 took the ftritted review of my ar- 
va guments ; 


4 


TH dp ee ae aR Onn 


My dear CouNTRYMEN, 


N my opinion, a dangerous example is fet in the 
if laft act relating to thefe colonies, The power of - 
parliament to levy money upon us for raifing a revenue, 
is therein avowed and exerted. Regarding the act on 
this fingle principle, I muft again repeat, and I think 
it my duty to repeat, that to me it appears to be ua- 
conflitutional. 


No. 


euments; I re-examined all my authorities; fully determined if I 
found mylfelf miftaken, publickly to own my miftake, and give up my 
opinion age my fearches have more and more convinced me, that the 
Britifp parliament bave NO RIGHT IO TAX the Americans,”---* Nor 
isthe doctrine new; it is as old as the the comftitution ; it grew up with 
it; indeed it js its‘ fupport.”---‘¢ TAXATION and REPRESENTATION 
‘are infeparably united, GOD hath joined them: No Britifb parlia- 
ment can feperate them : To endeavour to do it, isto ftab our vitals.” 
«© My pofition is this---E repeat it---I will maintain it to my laf 
hour--- TAXATION and REPRESENTAFON are infeperable --this pofition 
is founded on the laws of nature; itis more, it is itfelf AN ETERNAL 
LAW OF NATURE; for whatever isa man’s own, is abfolutely his own ; 
NO MAN HATH A RIGHT TO, TAKE IT FROM HIM WITHOUT HIS CON- 
SENT, either expreffed by himfelf or reprefentative ; whoever attempts 
to doit, attempts an injury; WHOEVER DOES IT, COMMITS A ROBBE- 
RY; HE THROWS DOWN THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN LIBERTY AND 
SLAVERY.”---** There is not a blade of grafs, in the moft obfcure cor- 
ner of the kindom, which is not, which was not ever reprefented, fince 
the conttitution began: There is not a blade of gra/s, which, when tax- 
ed, avasnot taxed by the confent of the proprietor.” <* The forefathers of 
the Americans did not leave their native country, and fubject thiemfelves 
to every danger and dittrefs, TO BE REDUCED TO A STATE CF SLA- 
very. They did not give up their rights : They looked for proteétion, 
and not for CHAINS, from their mother country. By her they expected 
_ to be defended in the poffeffion of their property, and notto be depriv- 
ed of it: For fhould the prefent power continue, THERE Is NOTHING 
WHICH THEY CAN CALL THEIR. OWN; or, to ufe the words of Mr. 
Locke, <* WHAT PROPERTY HAVE THEY IN THAT, WHICH ANO- 
THER MAY, BY RIGHT, TAKE,WHEN HE PLEASES, TO HIMSELF?" 
It is impoffible to read this fpeech, and Mr. Pitt’s, and not becharm- 
ed with the generous zeal for the rights of mankind that glows m every 
fentence, hele great and’good.men, animated by the fubject they 
ipeak upon, feem to rife above all the former glorious exertions of 
their abilities. A foreigner might be tempted to think they/are Ameri- 
cans, aflerting with all the ardor of patriotifm, and all the anxiety of 
apprehenfion, the caufe of their native Jand---and not Brifons, ftriving 
to Lop their miftaken countrymen from opprefling others, Their rt 
foning is not only juft---it is, as Mr. Hume fays of the eloque 
Dewmojibenes, ** vehement.” It is difdain, anger, boldnef 
lavolved in a continual ftream of argument, ah 
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No man, who confiders the conduct of the parlia- 
ment fince the repeal of the Stamp-é, and the difpo- 
fition of many people at home, can doubt, that the 
chief object of attention there, is, to ule Mr. Green- 
ville’s expreffion, “ providing that the DEPENDENCE 
and oBEDIENCE of the colonies be afferted and main- 


tained.” 


Unper the influence of this notion, inftantly on 
repealing the Siamp-Ad?, an act pafied, declaring the 
power of parliament to bind thefe colonies 7 all cafes 
whatever. ‘This however was only planting a barren 
tree, that caft a fhade indeed over the colonies, but 
| yielded no frait. It being determined to enforce the 
) authority on which the Stamp-Ad was founded, the 
parliament having never renounced the right, as Mr. 
Pitt advifed them to do; and it being thought proper 
to difguife that authority in fuch a manner, as not 
again to alarm the colonies: fome little time was re- 
quired to find a method, by which both thefe points 
fhould be united. At laft the ingenuity of Mr. Green- 
ville and his party accomplifhed the matter, as it was 
} thought, in “an act for granting certain duties in the 
Britifo colonies and plantations in America, for allow- 
) ing drawbacks,” &c. which is the title of the act laying 
| duties on paper, Se. ae ae 


|} ‘Tue parliament having feveral times before impofed 
] duties tobe paid in America, 1T WAS EXPECTED, NO 
| DOUBT, THAT THE REPETITION OF SUCH A MEASURE 
| WOULD BE PASSED OVER, AS AN USUAL THING. But 
| to have done this, without expreily ‘¢ aflerting and — 
maintaining” the power of parliament to take our 
money without our confent, and to apply it as they 
- pleafe, would not have been, in Mr. Greenville’s opi- 
~~ nion, fufficiently declarative of its fupremacy, nor 
- fdfficiently depreffive of American freedom. 
‘ ; ; TMEREFORE 


ee 


THEREFORE it'is, that in this:memorable a@ We 
find it exprefly “* provided, ” that money fhall be levied 
upon us without our confent, for PURPOSES, that ren- 


der it if pofible, more dreadful than the Stamp- Ad. 


Tuat act, alarming as it was, declared, the mo- 
ney thereby to be raifed, fhould be applied ‘* towards 
defraying the expences of defending, protecting and 
fecuring the Brito colonies and plantations in Ame- 
rica: And it is evident from the whole act, that by 
the word “* Britifb,” were intended colonies and plan- 
tations fettled by Britifh people, and not generally, tho/é 
fubject to the Britith crown. ‘That act therefore feemed 
to have fomething gentle and kind in its intention; 
and to aim only at our own welfare: But the a& now 
objected to, impofe duties upon the Britifhb colonies, 
‘¢ to defray the expences of defending, protecting and 
fecuring bis Majefty’s Dominions in America.” 


Wuart achange of words! What an incomputable ad- 
dition to the expences intended by the Stamp-Ad! 
“* fis Majefly’s DOMINIONS” comprehend not only the 
Britith colonies, but alfo the conquered provinces of Cana- 
da and Florida, and the Britith garrifons of Nova: Scotia ; 5 
for thefe do not.deferve the name of colonies. ' 


Witter juftice is there in making us pay for * de- 
fénding, protecting and fecurine”® THESE PLACES? 
What benefit can We, Or have we ever derived from 
them? None of them was conquered for us; nor will 
“* be defended, Side or fecured” for us: 


In fa, however advantageous the fabauilies< or 
keeping any of thefe countries may be to Great Britain, 
the acquifition is greatly injurious to thefe colonies. 
Our chief property confifts in Jands. Thefe would 
have been of much greater value, if fuch prodigious 
additions had’ not been. made to the Britifo territories 

on 


6n this continent. ‘The natural increafe of our own 
people, if confined within the colonies, would have 
raifed the value ftill higher and higher every fifteen or 
twenty years: -Befides we fhould have lived more 
compactly together, and have been therefore more able 


thinly {cattered over an immenfe region, as thofe who 
} want fettlements, will chufe to make new ones, rather 
than pay great prices for old ones. 


Tuese are the confequences to the colonies, of the 


] wat---a war undertaken folely for ber own benefit. The 
| objects of it were, the fecuring to herfelf the rich tracts 
| of land on the bac of thefe eohonee with the Indian 
| trade; and Nova-Scotia, with the fifhery. befe and 
| much more, has that kindom gained ; but the inferior ani - 
| mals, that hunted with the on, have been amply re- 
: - warded for all the fweat and blood their loyalty coft 


company: 


‘Twit not go fo ie as to fay, that Canada and No- 
 -va-Scotia are curbs on New-England ; the chain of forts 
_ through the back woods, on the Middle Provinces ; 
and Florida, on the ref: But I, will venture to fay, 
that if the products of Canada, Nova- Scotia, and Flo- 
rida, deferve any confideration, the two firft of them 
are only rivals of our Northern Colonies; and the other 
of our Southern. © 


‘Tp tis been faid, that without the conquett of thefe 
~ countries, the colonies could not have been ** pro~ 
‘tected, defended, and fecuredk” ‘It that is true, it 
may with as much propriety be faid, that Great- 
Britain could not have been “ darended): protected, 
and fecured;” without that cofiqueft : For the colo- 

Ji H nics 


to refift any enemy. But now the inhabitants will be 


| hearty affiftancé they gave to Great-Britain in the late | 


them, by the honor of having fweated and bled in fuch 


nies: are parts of her empire, which it as much concerns 
her as them to keep outof the handsof any other power. 


Bur thefe colonies, when they were much weaker, 
defended themfelves, before this Conqueft was made 3 
and could again do it, againft any that might properly 
be called their Enemies. If France and Spain indeed 
fhould attack them, as members of the Britith empire, 
perhaps they might be diftreffed; but it would be in 
a Britifp quarrel, | | 


a 


Tue largeft account I have feen of the number of 
people in Canada, does not make them exceed 90,000. 
Florida can hardly be faid to have any inhabitants. It 
is computed that there are in our colonies 3,000,000. 
Our force therefore muft increafe with a diiproportion 
to the growth of ¢heir {trength, that would render us 
very fate. | e. 


\ 


Tuts being the {tate of the cafe, I cannot think it 


juft that thefe colonies, labouring under fo many mis- 
fortunes, fhould be loaded with fawes, to maintain 
countries, not only not ufeful, but hurtful to them. 
The fupport of Canada and Florida coft yearly, it is 
faid, half a million fterling. From hence, we may 
make fome guefs of the load that is to be laid upon us 5 
for we are not only to “* defend, proteét and fecure” 
them, but alfo to make ‘* an adequate provifion for 
defraying the charge of the adminiftration of juftice, 
and the fupport of civil government, in fuch provinces 
where it fhall be tound neceflary.” ett aies 


ss 


Se 


Nor one of the provinces of Canada, Nova-scotia, 
or Florida, has ever defrayed thefe expences within itfelf : 
And if the duties impofed by the laft Aatute are col- 7 
lected, all of them together, according tothe beitin- | 
formation I can get, will not pay one quarter as muchas |) 
Pennfylvania alone. So that the Briti/b colomies are to © 
| be 
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be drained of the rewards of their labor, to cherith the 
fcorching fands of Florida, and the icy rocks ot Canada 


—and Nova-Scotia, which never will return to us one 


farthing that we fend to them. 


Great-Britain----I mean the miniftry in Great- 
Britain, has cantoned Canada and Florida out into five 
or fx governments, and may form as many more. Ther 
how are fourteen or jiftecn regiments on this continent ; 
and there foon may be as many more. To make “ an 
adequate provifion” For ALL THESE EXPENCES, ig, nO 


doubt, to be the inberitance of the colonies. 


Can any man believe that the duties upon paper, 
Fc. are the Jaf that will be laid for thefe purpotes ? 
It isin vain to hope, that becaufe it is imprudent Re 
lay duties on the exportation of manufactures from a 
mother country to colonies, as it may promote manu- 
factures «mong them, that this confideration will pre- 
vent fuch a meafure. 


AmsiTious, artful men have made it popular, and 
whatever injuitice or deftruction will attend it in the 
opinion of the colonifts, at home it will be thought jut 
and falutary *. 


_ Tue people of Great-Britain will be told, and have 
been told, that they are finking under an immenfe 
debt----that great part of this debt has been contracted 
in defending the colonies----that thefe are fo ungrate- 
fuland undutiful, that they will not contribute one 
mite toits payment---nor even to the fupport of the 
army now kept up for their *¢ defence and fecutity” 
that they are rolling in wealth, and are of fo bold and 
republican a fpitir, that they are aiming at indepen- 
Ce an TA. 9 dence, 
# & So credulsus, as wellas obflinate, are the people in believing 


every thing, which flatters their prevailing paffion. 
; | Humes Hift, of England. 
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dence---that the only way to retain them in ‘* obedi- 
ence,” 1s to keepa ftri€t watch over them, and to 
draw off part of their riches in taxes---and that. every. 
burden laid upon them, 1s taking off fo much from 
Great-Britain.---T hele affertions will be generally be- 
lieved, andthe people will be perfuaded that they can- 
not be too angry with their colonies, as that anger 
will be profitable to themfelves. 


“In truth, Great-Britain alone receives any benefit 
from Canada, Nova-Scotia and Florida , and therefore 
the alone ought to maintain them. The old maxim of 
the law is drawn from reafon and juftice, and never 
could be more properly applied, than in this cafe. 

x Dui fentit commodum, fentire debet et onus. 

They who feel the benefit, ought to feel the 
burden. : esti 


A FARMER. 
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My dear COUNTRYMEN, 


3 ET AVE made fome obfervations on the PURPOSES 

for which money is to be levied upon us by the 

“Yate at of parliament. I fhall now offer to your con- 
“‘fideration fome further refleclions on that fubject : 
"And, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, if thefe purpofes 
are accomphfhed according to the expreffed intention 
“of the aét, they will be found effectually to fuperfede 
that authority in our refpective | aflemblies, which is 
effential to liberty. The quettion is not, whether 
fame branches fhall be lopt off----The axe is laid to 
the root of the tree; and the whole body muft infal- 
libly perifh, if we remain idle fpeétators of the work. 


No free people ever exifted, or can ever exift, with- 
out keeping, to ufe a common, but ftrong expreflion, 
<< the purfe ftrings,” in their own hands. Where this 
“isthe cafe, tbey have a con/titutional check upon the ad- 
miniftration, which may thereby be brought into order 
without violence: But where fuch a power is not lodged 
in the people, opprefiion proceeds uncontrouled in its 
career, till the governed, tranfported into rage, feek 
‘redrefs in the midft of blood and confufion. 


. 


Tue elegant and ingenious Mr. Hume, {peaking of 
the Anglo Norman government, fays----Princesand 
Minifters were too ignorant, to be themfelves fenfible 
of the advantage attending an equitable adminiftrati-_ 
“on, and there was no eftablifhed council or affeimdly, 
WHICH COULD PROTECT THE PEOPLE, and BY WITH~ 
DRAWING SUPPLIES, regularly and PEACEABLY admo- 
nifh the king of his duty, and ENSURE THE EXECU- 
TION OF THELAWS. | 
OF Roe: seid Tus 


Taus this great man, whofe political refleCtions are 


fo much admired, makes this power one of the foun- 
dations of liberty, . 


Tue Englifp hiftory abounds with inftances, proving 
thattbzs is the proper and fuccefsful way to obtain. re- 
drefs of grievances. How often have kings and mi« 
nilters endeavoured to throw of this legal curb upon 
them, by attempiimg to raife money by a variety of 
inventions, under pretence of law, without having 
recourle to parliament? And how often. have they 
been brought to reafon, and peaceably obliged to do 
juftice, by the exertion of this conftitutional authority 
of the people, vefted in their reprefentatives ? 


Tur inhabitants of thefe colonies have, on num- 


berlets occafions, reaped the benefit of this authority 
: | ledgea in- their affemblies. 3 


, 


Ir has been for a long time, and now is, aconftant. 
a, inftruction to all governors, fo obtain a PERMANENT 
Aah Support for the offices of government. But as the author _ 
i By of “the adminiftration of the colonies” fays, ‘* this 
ee order of the crown is generally, if not univerfally, re. 
: | jected by the legiflatures of the colonies.” | 


Tuzy perfe@ly know how much their grievances 
would be regarded, if they had wo other methed of 
engaging attention, than by complaining. 'Thofe who 
rule, are extremely apt to think well of the conftruc- 


ae 
Ss 


LAr "tions made by themfelves in fupport of their own power. 
Fs aay Thefe are frequently erroneous, and pernicious to 
Ge a ‘tothofe they govern. Dry remonftrances, to thew 
ae that fuch conftruétions are wrong and -oppreffive, — 
¥ @ fs Carry very little weight with them, in the opinions of 
a perlons who gratify their own inclinations in making 
cg eh thefe conftrudtions. 7 bey CANNoT underftand the rea- 
a ‘4 foning that oppofes sheir power and defires, But let 


it 


Mes 


| GE SS 


re eee errr ac reer cnn rar Ee 
~ 


a a . 


it be made rheir interef to underftand fuch reafoning--- 


and a wonderful light is inftantly thrown upon the mat- 


ter; andthen, rejected remonitrances become as clear 


as * ‘¢ proofs of holy writ,” 


Tur three moft important articles that our affem-. 
blies, or any legiflatures can provide for, are, Firit--- 
the defence of the fociety : Secondly----the adminiitra- 
tion of juftice: And Thirdly----the fupport of civil 


| government. 


_ Noruine can properly regulate the expence of mak- 
ing provifion for thefe occafions, but the neceffities of 
the fociety ; its abilities; the convemiency of the modes 
of levying money in it; the manner in which the laws 


’ have been executed: and the condué of the officers of 


government : All which ave circumftances, that cannot 
pofibly be properly known, but by the fociety itfelf; 


or if they fhould be known, will not probably be pro- 


perly con/idered but by that fociety. 


Iz money be raifed upon us by otbers, without our 
confent, for our ‘* defence,” thofe who are the judges 
in Jevying it, muft alfo be the judges in apphying it. Of 
confequence the money /aid to be taken from us for 
our defence, may be employed to our injury, We.may 
be chained in by a line of fortifications----obliged to 
pay for the building and maintaining them---and be 
told, that they are for our defence. With what face 
can we difpute the fact, after having granted that thoie 
who apply the money, had a right to Jevy it? For 
furely, itis much eafier for their wifdom to undéritand 
how to apply icin the beft manner, than how to levy 
it in the beit manner. Befides, the right of levying 
is of infinitely more confequence, than that of applying. 
_ The people of England, who would burt our into fury, 
if the crown fhould attempt to /evy moncy by its own 
| bie authority, 


* SHAKESPEARE. 
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authority, have always affigned to the crown the appli- © 
2 > | 
cation ot money. 4] 


As to “* the adminiftration of juftice”-.-the judges (F 
ought, in a well regulated ftate, to be equally inde- ¥]| 
pendent of the executive and legiflative powers. Thus 4] 
in Exglazd, judges hold their commiflions from the ¥|| 
crown ‘* during good bebaviour,” and have falaries, 
fuitable to their dignity, /ettled on them by parliament. 
The purity of the courts of law fince this eftablifhment, 4] 
is a proof of the wifdom with which it was made. | 


. Bur in theie colonies, how fruitlefshas beenevery @ 

' attempt to have judges appointed ‘* during goed beba- 
vier 2” Yet whoever confidersthe matter will foon per- — 
ceive, that /uch commiffions are. beyond all comparifon © 
more necefiary in thefe colonies, than they were 1p 
England, 


IN 


Tue chief danger to the fubje&t shere, arofe from 
the arbitrary dzfigus of the crown; but bere, the time 
may come, when we may have to contend with the 
defizns of the crewn, and of a mighty kingdom. Whar J 
then muit be our chance, when the laws of lifeand @ 
death are to be fpoken by judges totally dependent on 
that crown, end that kingdom---ient over perhaps from 
‘hence---filled with Britifo prejudices----and backed by a 
STANDING army---lupported out of our own pockets; 
to “ affert and maintain” ovrown *“ dependence and 


2 


re 
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obedience.” 

, eet Bur fuppofing that through the extreme lenity that § 
: | | will prevail in the government through all future ages; | 
ea thefe colonies will never behold any. thing like the | 
ag. if campaign of chief juftice Feffereys, yet what innumera- | 
ble acts of injuftice may be. committed, and how fatal- @) 

ly may the principles of liberty be fapped, by a fuccef& 

h | lion of judges utterly indepeudent of the people ? Before 


: tuch 


— 
~ 
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Fach judges the fupple wretches, 
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who chearfully join 
in avowing fentiments Inconfiftent with freedom, will 
always meet with {miles ; while the honeft and brave 
men, who difdain to facrifice their native land to their 
own advantage, but on every occafion boldly vindicate 
her caufe,; will conftantly be regarded with frowns. 


THERE are two other confiderations relating to this 


head, that deferve the moft ferious attention: 


By the late act, the officers of the cuftoms are “* im- 


powered to enter into any House, warehoufe, fhop, . 
cellar, or other place, in the Briti/b colonies or planta- 
tions in America, to fearch for or feize prohibited or 
--unaccuftomed ooods, ” €fc, on ‘* writs granted by the 
_fuperior or fupreme court of jultice, having jurildiction 


within fuch colony or plantation refpectively.” 


Ir we only refic&, that the judges of thefe courts 


are to be during pleafure---that they are to have ‘* ade-_ 


guate provifion” made for them, which is to continue 


during their complaifant bebavior---that they may be 


ftrangers to thefe colonies---what anengine Bas effion 


may this authority be in fuch hands ? 


Tam well aware, that writs of this kind may be 


‘granted at home, under the feal of the court of ex- 
~chequer: 


But I know alfo, that the greateft afferters of 
the rights of Englifbmen have always ftrenuowfly con- 


tended, that fuch a power was dangerous to freedom, 
and exprelsly contrary to the common law, which ever — 
regarded a man’s hou/eas his caftle; or a place of per- 


= fecurity: 


Tr fuch wet was in the | leatt degree dangerous 
there, it muft be utterly deftruétive to liberty ere. 


| For the people there have two fecurities againft the un- 


due exercife of this ag aha by the crown, which are 
. wanting 


wanting with us, if the late act takes place, In the 
firtt place, if any injuftice is done ¢here, the perfon in. 
jured may bring his action againtt the offender, and 
have it tried before INDEPENDENT juDGESs, who are * 
NO PARTIES IN COMMITTING THE InJuRY. Here he 
muft have it tried before pEpENDENT JUDGES, being: 
the men WHO GRANTED THE WRIT. 3 


To fay, that the caufe 1s to be tried by a jury, can 
never reconcile men who have any idea of freedom, to 
fuch a power. For we know that fheriffs in almoft every _ 
colony on this continent, are totally dependent on the } 
crown ; and packing of juries has been frequently — 
practifed even in the capital of the Britifh empire. 
fven if juries are well inclined, we have too many in- 

~ftances of the influence of over-bearing unjuft judges 
upon them. The brave and wife men who accomplifhed 
the revolution, thought the independency 2, juages 
effential to freedom, 


> Tue other fecurity which the people have at home, 
' _ but which we fhall want here, is this. he 


Ir this power is abufed there, the parliament, the | 
grand refource of the oppreffed people, is ready to af- 
ford relief. Redrefs of grievances muft precede grants | 
of money. But what reoard can we expect to have 
4 paid toour affemblies, when they will not hold even 

‘z the puny privilege of French parliaments---that of re- 
| eiftering, before they are put in execution, the edicts 
that take away our money. Y i 


See es E 


The fecond confideration above hinted at, is this. 
Ab ee There 1s a confufion in our laws, that is quite unknown 
ae ain Great-Britain. As this cannot. be defcribed in a 
ER more 


ha BLE, 


* The writs for fearching houfes in England, are to be granted — 
« under the feal ofthe court of exchequer,” according to the. fbatute — 4 
wseand that fealis kept by the chancellor of the exchequer. f 
Ath Inf. p. 104. 
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/more clear or exact manner, than has been done by. 
the ingenious author of the hiftory of New-2 ork, Ube 
leave to ufe his words. ‘* The ftate of our laws opens 
a door to much controverfy. The uncertainty, with 
refpect to them, RENDERS PROPERTY PRECARIOUS, 
and GREAPLY EXPOSES US TO THE ARBITRARY DECI- 
sion OF BAD JuDGES. The common law of England is 
generally received, together with fuch flatutes as were 
enaéted before we had a legiflature of our own; but 
our courts EXERCISE A SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY, in 
determining what parts of the common and fiatute law 
ought to be extended: For it muft be admitted, that 
I ‘the difference of circumfances necefiarily requires us, in 
I fome cales tonzyscr the determination of bot». In ma- 
ny inftances, they have alfo extended even acts of par- 
liament, paffled fince we had a diftinct legiflature, 
| which is greatly adding to our confide The practice of 
1 our courts is no lefs wacertuin than the law. Some of 
the Exglih rules are adopted, others rejected. Two 
things therefore feem to be ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
1 for the pustic security. Firft, the paffing an act 
I for fettling the extent of the Englib laws. Secondly, 
that the courts ordain a general fett of rules for the re- 
culation of the practice.” | 


. How eafy it will be, under this “ flate of our laws,” 
for an artfuljudge, to actin the moft arbitrary manner, 
and yet cover his conduct under fpecious pretences ; 
and how difficult it will be for the injured peaple to 
obtain relief, may be readily perceived. We may 
take a voyage of 3000 miles to complain ; and after 
the trouble and hazard we have undergone, we may 
be told, that the collection of the revenue, and main- 
tenance of the prerogative, muft not be dilcouraged--- 

a Py ae ° . ~ ; wy y cC e 
and if the mifbehavior is fo erofs as to admit of no jul 
tification, it may be faid, that it was an error in judg- 
‘ment only, arifing from the confafion of our laws, and 
the zeal of the Kine’s fervants to do their duty. 
t2 Ip 
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Ir the commiffions of judges are during the pleasure 
of the crown, yet if their falaries are during the pleafure © 
of the people, there will be fome check upon their condué, # 
Few men will confent to draw on themfelves the hatred | | 
and contempt of thofe among whom they live, for the “]| 
empty honor of being judges. It is the fordid love of 
gain, that tempts men to turn their backs on virtue, 
and pay their homage where they ought not. | 


As to the third particular, ** the fupport of-civil 
gsovernment,”---few words will be fufficient. Every: @y 
man of the leaft underftanding muft know, that the | 
execulive power may be exercifed in a manner fo dif." q 
agreeable and harrafling to the people, that it is abfo- | i 
lutely requifite, that zey fhould be enabled by the a 
gentleft method which human policy has yet been in-. 
genious enough to invent, that is, by fhutting their 
hands, to “* ADMONISH” (as Mr. Hume fays ) certain 


-perfons ‘‘ or THEIR DUTY.” | 


Wuat hall we now think when, upon looking in- 

to the late act, we find the affemblies of thefe provinces 

thereby ftript of their authority on the/e several heads? 
The declared intention of the aét is, “* that a revenue 4 
thould be raifed 1m His Majesty’s DOMINIONS a 
In America, for making a more certain and adequate 
provifion for defraying the, charge of THE ADMINISTRA- al 
TION OF JusTicE, and she fupport of c1vit GOVERN- | 
MENT in fuch provinces where it fhall be found necef- a 
fary, and towards further defraying the expences of pE-~ 


] 


FENDING, PROTECTING AND SECURING THE SAID | 


DOMINIONS.” ‘ 


ve 


Let. the reader paufe here one moment---and refle@ 
~-- whether the colony in which Je lives, has not made a 
fuch ‘¢ certain and adequate provifion” for thefe pur- i 
pofes, as is by the colony judged fuitable to its abilities, and ” 
all other circumfiances. Then let him refleét---whether 
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if this a&t takes place, money is not to be raifed on ¢has 
colony without its confent, to make « provifion” for 
thefe purpofes, which it does not judve to be fuitable to 
zis abilities, aid all other circum/pances. Lafily, lechim 
reficét---whether the people of that country are not in 
a ftate of the moft abject flavery, whofe property may be 
taken from them under the notion of right, «hen they 
bave refufed. to give ite : 


Vor my part, I think I have good reafon for vindi- 
cating the honor. of the affemblies on this continent, ‘ 
by publicly aflerting, that rusy have made as ** cer- : 
tain and adequate provifion” for the purposes abovemention- | 
ed, as they ought to have made, and that it thould not | 
be prefumed, that they will not do it hereafter. Why I 
then fhould thefe moft important trufts be wretted out of 
their hands ? Why fhould they not now be permittedto 
enjoy that authority, which they have exercifed from 
the firft fettlement of thefe colonies ? Why fhould they 
be {candakized by this innovation, when their refpective 
| ‘provinces are now, and will be, for feveral years, la- 

bouring under loads of debt, impofed on them for the 
very purpofe now fpoken of? Why fhould all the in- 
habitants of thefe colonies be, with the utmoft indig- 
nity, treated as a herd of ceipicable ftupid wretches, 
fo utterly void of common fenfe, that they will noteven = * 
| make “ adequate provifion” for the adminiftration of 
guftice, and the fupport of civil government” among 
| them, or for their own “ defence”--.though without 
| fuch ‘ provifion” every people muft inevitably be 
overwhelmed with anarchy and deftruction ? Is it pof- 
fible to form an idea of a flavery more compleat, more 
| wniferable, mote diferaceful, than that of a peopl¢, where 
| suftice is adminiftered, government exercifed, and a ftand- 
ing arimy maintained, AT THE EXPENCE OF THE PEOPLE, 

and yet WITHOUT THE LEAST DEPENDENCE UPON 

THEM? -If we can find no relief from this infamous 
fituation, it will be fortunate for us, if Mr. Greenville, 

es. : | letting 


~ 


fetting his fertile fancy again at work, can, as by one 
exertion of it he has ftript us of our property and hberty,\¢ 
by another deprive us of fo much of our underftanding , 
that, uncon{cious of what we have been or are, and un- 
goaded by tormenting reflections, we may bow down 
our necks, with all the ftupid ferenity of fervitude, to 
any drudgery, which our lords and mafters fhall pleale 
to command. eae 


Wuen the chargesofthe *adminiftration of juftice,” 
the < fupport of civil government,” and the expences 
of ‘¢ defending, protecting and fecuring” us, are pro- 
vided, for, 1 fhould be glad to know, upon what 
eccafions the crown will ever call our aflemblies to- 
gether. Some few of them may meet of their own ace 

cord, by virtue of their charters, But what will they 
have to do, when they are met? To what fhadows will 
they be reduced ? Themen, whofe deliberations here- 
tofore had an influence on every matter relating to the 
liberty and bappine/s of themfelves and their conftituents, 
and whofe authority in domettic affairs at leaft, might 
well be compared to that of Roman fenators, will now 
find their deliberations of no more confequence, than 
thofe of conftables. ‘They may perhaps be allowed to 
make laws for the yoking of bogs, or the pounding of firay 
cattle. Their influence will hardly be permitted to 
extend fo high, as the keeping roads in repair, as that bu- 
fiefs may more properly be executed by thofe who re- 
ceive the public cafh, — ing 


One moft memorable example in hiftory is fo aps 
plicable to the point now infifted oa, that it will form 
a juft conclufion of the oblervations that have been 
made. 


Spain was once free. ‘Their Cortes refembled our . 
parliaments. No money could be raifed on the fubject, 
without their confent. ,One of their Kings having re-. 

ceived. 
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ceived a grant from them, to maintain a war againtt 
the Moors, defired, that if the fum which they had 
given, fhould not be fufficient, he might be allowed, 
or that emergency only, to raile more money withoué 
affembling the Cortes. ‘he requeft was violently op- 
pofed by the beft and wifeft men in the aflembly. [¢ 
was, however, complied with hy the votes of a ma- 
jority ; and this fingle conceffion was a PRECEDENT 
for other conceffions of the like kind, until at laft the 
crown obtained a general power of raifing money, in 
cafes of neceflity. From that period the Cortes ceafed 
to be ue eful,---the people ceafed to be free. © 

Venienti occurite morbo. 

Oppofe a difeafe at its beginning, 


A FARMER. 
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My dear CouNnTRYMEN, 


HE confequences, mentioned in the laft letter, 
will not be the utmoft limits of our mifery and 
infamy, if the late at is acknowledged to be binding 
upon us. We feel too fenfibly, that any munifterial 
meafures * relating to thefe colonies, dre foon carried 
—fuccefsfully through the parliament. Certain pre- 
judices operate there fo ffrongly againft us, that it may 
be juftly queftioned, whether a// the provinces united, 
will ever be able effectually to call to an account be- 
fore the parliament, any minifter who fhall abufe the 
power by the late act given to the crown in America, — 
ie may divide the fpoils torn from us in what man- 
ner he pleafes, and we fhall have no way of making him 
re(ponfible. fhe fhould order, that every governor fhall 
havea yearly falary of 50001. fterling ; every chief 
juftice of 3000 1. 5 every inferior officer in proportion ; 
and fhould then reward the moft profligate, ignorant; 
or needy dependents on himfelf or his friends, with 
places of the greateft truft, becaufe they were of the 
greateft profit, this would be called an arrangement 
in confequence of the “‘ adequate provifion for de- 
fraying the charge of the admuniftration of juftice, and 
the fupport of the civil government :”~ And if the 
taxes fhould prove at any time infufficient to anfwer all 
the expences of the numberlefs offices, which minifters 
may pleafe to create, furely the members of the houfe 
of commons will be fo‘ modef,’ as not to * contra- 
dict a minifter? who fhall tell them, it is -become ne- 
) | | 3 ceflary 
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# 4 The gentléman muft not wonder he was not contradivted, when, 
as minifier, he afferted the right of parliament to tax America. I know. 
not how it is, but there isa MoDEsTY in this houle, which does not 
chufe to contradit a minifer: \ with gentlemen would ger the better of 
this modefy, If THEY DO NOT, PERHAPS THE COLLECTIVE BODY. 
MAY BEGIN TO ABATE OTITS RESPECT FOR THE REPRESENTATIVE.” 

Mr. Pitt's Speech. — 
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eéflary to lay a new tax upon the colonies, for the ldu- 
dable purpofes of defraying’ the charges of the ** ad- 
miniitration of juftice, and fupport of civil govern- 
-ment,” among them. Thus, in faét, we fhall be + 


taxed by minifters. In fhort, it will be in their power 


> tofettle upon us any CIVIL, ECCLESIASTICAL, OF MI- 


LiTaRy eftablifhment, which they choofe, 


We may perceive, by the example of Ireland, how 
eager minifters are to feize upon any fettled revenue, 
and apply it in fupporting their own power.. Happy. 
are the men, and happy the people, who grow wife by 
the misfortunes of othrs. Earnettly, my dear coun- 
trymen, do I befeech the author of all good gifts, that 


you may grow wife in this manner ; and if I may be 


allowed to take fuch a liberty, |] beg leave to recom- 
mend to you in general, as the beft method of attain- 


ing this wifdom, diligently to ftudy the hiftories of 


other countries. You will there find all the arts, that 
can poflibly be practifed by cunning rulers, or falfe 


| patriots among yourfelves, fo fully delineated, that, 


changing names, the account would ferve for your own 
times. | 


Ir is pretty well known on this continent, that 
Ireland has, with a regular confiftency of tnjutiice, been 
cruelly treated by miniflers in the article of penfions ; 


_ but there are fome alarming circumftances relating to 


that fubjeét, which-I wifh to have better known 
among us; _ } a, ; ‘ 
: Kk | hs he” 

+ © Within this a (flatute de tallagio non concedendo) are all nec of- 


fices erected, with ew fees, or o/d offices, with zew fees, for that isa 
tallage put upon the fubject, which cannot be done without common 


-affent by act of parliament. And this doth notably appear by a ne- 


tition to parliament in anno 13 H. 1V. where the commons com- 
plain, that an office was erected for meafurage of cloths and canvas, 
with a new fee for the fame, by colour of the king’s letter pa- 
tents, and pray that thefe letters patents may be revoked, for that. 
the king could erect no offices with new fees to be taken of the pecple, : 
who may not fo be charged but by parliament.” 2d. Inft. p+ 533: 
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* The revenue of the crown there arifes principally 
from the Excife granted ‘* for pay of the ermy, and de- 
fraying other puBLic charges, in defence and prefervation 
of the kingdom’ ---from the tonage and additional pound- 
age granted “* for protecting the trade of the kingdom at 

fea, and augmenting the puBuic revenue?---from the 
hearth money granted----as a “‘ puBLic revenue, for 
PUBLIC charges and expences.” There are fome other’ 
branches of the revenue, concerning which there is not 
any exprefs appropriation of them for puBLic /ervice, 
but which were plainly /owntended. | 


Or ¢hefe branches of the revenue the crown is only 
trefiee for the public. ‘They are unalienable. ‘They 
are inapplicable to any other purpofes, but thofe for 
which they were eftablifhed;, and therefore are not 
legajly chargeable with penfions, _ THERE 


* An enquiry into the legality of penfions on the Iri/d eftablifhment, 
by Alexander M‘ Aulay, Efq; one of the King’s council, &e. 
Mr M‘dulay concludes his piece in the foljowing beautiful manner. 
“‘ If any pexfions have been obtained on that eftablifhment, to SERVE 
THE CORRUPT PURPOSES OF AMBITIOUS MEN.- -If his Majeity’s re- 
venues of Ireland have been employed in penfions, TO DEBAUCH HIS 
Mayesry’s suBJECTS of both kingdoms.---If the treafure of Ireland 
has been expended in penfions, FOR CORRUPTING MEN OF THAT 
KINGDOM TO BETRAY THEIR COUNTRY ; and men of theneighbour- 
ing kingdom to betray both.---If Iri/b pentions have been procured, | 
TO SUPPORT GAMESTERS AND GAMING-HOUSES 3 promoting a vice 
which threatens national ruin.---If penfions have been purloined,out of 
the national treafure of Ireland, under the MASK OF SALARIES AN- 
NEXED TO PUBLIC OFFICES, USELESS TO THE NATION; newly in- 
vented, FOR THE PURPOSES OF CORRUPTION.---It Ireland, juh be- 
ginning to recover from the devaftations of mafflacre and rebellion, be 
obftructed in the progrefs of her cure, BY SWARMS OF PENSIONARY 
VULTURES PREYING ON HER VITALS.---If, by {quandering the nati- 
onal fubltance of Ireland, in a LICENTIOUS, UNBOUNDED PROFUSION 
OF-PENSIONS, inftead of employing it in nourifhing and improving her 
infant agriculture, trade and manufactures, ox in enlightning and reform- 
ee ‘ ae ing her poor, ignorant, deluded, miferable natives (by nature moft amia- 
Shae as ble, moft valuable, moft worthy of public attention)---If by fuch abufe 
a 2 Van : of the national fubjiance, floth ‘aud nafiinefs, coldand bunger, nakednefs and 
awretcheduefs, popery, depopulation and barbarifm, fall maintain their 
ground ; fizll deform a country abounding «with all the riches of nature, yet 
hitherto deftined to beggary.---If suc PrNsions be found on the 
Trifh eftablifhment ; let fuch be cut off: And let the perfidious advifers |) 
be branded with indelible characters of public infamy ; adequate, if . — 
poffible, to the difhonour of their crime.” i 


et eA a by yy | 9) \d 2 . atl . ag eS = = 
¥ Pek eae es fi IX A‘\* D Jil TS ll i ar Ee 7 Se» alt 


‘oh ; 


: ‘ 
~ wis 


RS or 


se ee Liat 


Tuere is another kind of revenue, which is a pri- 
vate revenue. This is not hmited to any public ules ; 
_ but the crown has the fame property in it, that any 
perfon has in his eitate. Ba does not amount, at the 
moft, to Fifteen I Sickel Pounds a year, probably not 
to Seven, and 3 is the only revenue, that can be legally 
charged with penfions. | 


Ir minifters were accuftomed to regard the rights or 
happinefs of the people, the penfions 1 in Ireland would 
not exceed the fum juit mentioned: But long fince 
_ have they exceeded that limit; andin December 1765, 

a motion was made in the houfe of commons in that 
kingdom, toaddrefs his Majefty on the great increafe 
of penfions on the Lib eftablifhment, amounting to 
_ the fum of 158,6851.---in the laft two years. 


Attempts have been made to glofs over thefe grofs 
encroachments, by this fpecious argument---‘ Thae 
expending a competent part of the puBLIc REVENUE 
in penfions, from a principle of charity or generofity. 
adds to the dignity of the crown ; and is therefore ufeful 
tothe pusiic.” To give this argument any weight, 
it muft appear, that the penfions proceed from charity 
or generofity only”---and that it ‘‘ adds to the dignity 
of the crown,” ¢o aét diretily contrary to law.--- 


| From this conduct towards Ireland, in open viola- 
| tion of.law, we may eafily forefee what we may expect, 
} when a minifter will have the whole revenue of America 
in his own hands, to be difpofed of at his own pleafure : 
For a// the monies raifed by the late act are to be “* ap- 
plied by virtue of warrants under the fign manual, 
counterfigned by the high treafurer, or any three of 
the commiffioners of the trealury.a, 4 hey RESIDUE” 

indeed is to be ‘* paidinto the receipt of the exchequer, 
and to be difpofed of by parliament.” So that a mi- 
nifter will have nothing to do, but to take care, that 
there fhall be no * refidue,” and Re is fuperior to all 
controul, | 

K 2 . Besipes 
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Brsipes the burden of penfions in Ireland, which have 
enormoufly encreafed within thele few years, almoft all 
the offices in that poor kingdom, have been, fince the 
commencement of the preient century, and now are 
betowed upon firangers. For tho’ the merit of per- 
fons born there, juftly raifes them to places of high 
truft when they go abroad, as all Europe can witnels, 


yet heis an uncommonly lucky Jri/oman, who can get 
a good poll am bis NATIVE country. " 


Ween I confider the * manner in which that ifland 
has been uniformly depreffea for fo many years paft, 
With 


* In Charles the Second’s time, the houfe of commons, influenced 
by fome factious demagogues, were refolved to, prohibit the importa- 
tion of Jri/h cattle into England. Among other arguments in favour of 
Ireland it was infifted---"* That by cutting off almoft entirely the trade 
between the kingdoms, ALL THE NATURAL BANDS OF UNION WERE 
DISSOLVED, and nothing remained to keep the Iri/ in their duty, but 
Jorce and violence.” 

‘‘ The king (fays Mr. Hume, in his hiftory of Exgland) was fo con- 
vinced of the juftnefs of thefe reafons, that he ufed all his intereft to 
oppofe the bill, and he openly declared, that he could not give his af- 
{ent to it with a tafe confcience. But the commons were refolute in 

. their purpofe.”’----** And the fpirit of TYRANNY, of which NATIONS 
are as fujceptible as INDIVIDUALS, had animated the: Englifh extremely 
TO EXERT THEIR SUPERIORITY over their dependent fiate. No affair 
could be conducted with greater violence, than this by the commons. 


They even went fo far in the preamble of the bill, as to declare the 
importation of Iri/b caitle to be a-‘NUSANCE. - By this expreffion they 


\ 


gave icope to thei paffon, and at the fame time barred the king’s prero- | 


gative, by which he might think himfelf intituled to difpenfe with a 
Jaw} $0 FULL OF INJUSTICE AND BAD POLICY. Thelords expunged 
the word, but us the king was fenfible that no fupply would be given b 

the coinmons, unlefs they were gratified in all their PREJUDICES, he 
was obliged both to employ his intereft with the peers, to make the 
bill pafs, and to give the royal aflent to it. He could not, however, 
forbear expreffing his difpleafure, at the jealoufy entertained againft him, 


and at the intention which the commons difcovered, of retrenching his: 


prerogative. : 


‘DH's LAW BROUGHT GREAT DISTRESS FOR SQME TIME UPON IRE-. 


LAND, BUT IT HAS OCCASIONED THEIR APPLYING WITH GREATER 
INDUSTRY TO MANUFACTURES, AND HAS PROVED IN THE ISSUE BE- 
NEFICIAL TO THAT KINGDOM,” ay 


Perhaps the fame reafon occafioned the “ barring the king’s preroga- 
five” in the late act fufpending the legiflation of Neaw Yor. es 
_ [This wemay be affured of, that we are as dear to his Majefy, as the 
people of Creat Britain are. WE are his /ubjed?s as well aS they, and 
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with this pernicious particularity of their + parliament 

continuing as long as the crown pleafes; T am aftonithed to 

oblerve f/uch a love of liberty ttitl animating that Loya.. 
| and Generous nation ; and nothing can rife higher my 

idea of the InTEGRITY and ~ pusLic spirit of a 

people, who have preferved the facred fire of freedom. 
_ from being extinguifhed, tho’ the altar on which it 
burnt, has been overturned. 

| wf | In 


_ as faithful fubjecis; and his Majelty has given too many, too conftant 
proofs of his piety and virtue, for any man to think it poffible, that fuch 

-@ prince can make any unjuit difiinction between fuch /ubjedis. It makes 
no difference to his Majelty, whether fupplies are raifed in Great-Bri- 
fain, or America; butit makes fome difference to the commons of that 
kingdom. | 

To {peak plainly as becomes an honeft man on fuch important occa- 
|. flons, all our misfortuifes are owing toa LUST OF POWER in men of 
abilities anu influence, Vhis prompts them to feek POPULARITY by ex~ 
pedtents profitable to themfelves, though ever fo defiructive to their 
country. 

Such isethe accurfed nature of lawlefs ambition, and yet---What 
heart but melts at the thought !---Such falfe, deteftable PATRIOTS, in. 
every fiate, have led their blind, confiding country, thouting their ap- 
‘plaufes, into the jaws of faume and ruin. May the wifdom and good- 
nefs of the people of Great-Britain , iave them from the ufual tate of 
nations. 


$6 enn n nee MENTUM MORTALIA TANGUNT.” 

| t The Irv parliament continued 33 years, during all the late King’s 
W reign. The prefent parliament there has continued from the begin- 
ning of this reign, and probably will continue til this reign ends. 

f Lam informed;-that within thele few vears, a petition was pre- 
fented to the houfe of commons, fetting forth, * thar herrings were 
imported into Ireland from fome foreign parts of the north fo cheap, as 
to difcourage the Briti/b herring fithery, and therefore praying that 
fome remedy might be applied in that behalf by parliament.” 

That upon this petition, the houfe came toa refolution, to impofe a 
duty of Two Shillings fterling on evéry barrel of foreign herrings im- 
ported into Ireland ; but afterwards dropt the affair, FOR FEAR OF 
ENGAGING IN A DISPUTE WITH IRELAND ABOUT THE RIGHT OF - 
TAXING HER. ‘ ‘w 

So much higher was the opinion, which the houfe entertained of the 
gfpirit of Ireland ; than of that of thefe colonies. di 

- Tfind, in the latt Bxgi papers, that the refolution and firmnefs with 
which the people of Ireland have lately aflerted their freedom, have | 
been fo alarming in Great-Britain, that the Lord Lieutenant, in his 
“{peech on the 20th of lat OGober, “ recommended to that parliament, 
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that'fuch provifion may be made for fecuring the judges in the enjoy- Det 
“ment of their offces and appointments, DURING THEIR GOOD BEHAVIOR, i 
as fhall be thought molt expedient.” ‘i i. 


Hr Vesa’? Saeko conceflion is thus obtained, by making demands 
becoming reemen, with a courage and perfeverance becoming Ficemen! 
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In the fame manner fhall we unqueftionably be 
treated, as foon as the late taxes laid upon us, fhall 
make pofts in the ‘* government,” and the ‘ admi- 
niftration of jultice” ere, worth the attention of per- 
fons of influence in Great-Britain. We know enough 
already to fatisfy us of this truth, But this will not be 
the worlt part of our cafe. 


Tre principals, in all great offices, will refide in 
England, making fome paltry allowance to deputies for 
doing the bufinefs bere. Let any man confider what 
an exhaufting drain this muft be upon us, when mini. 
{ters are poffefled of the power of creating what pofts 
they pleafe, and of affixing to fuch pofts what falaries 
they pleafe, and he muft be convinced how deftructive 
the jiate act will be. The injured kingdom lately 
mentioned, can tell us the mifchiefs of aBsENTEES; and 

-we may perceive already the fame difpofition, taking 
place with us. The government of New-York has been 
exercifed by a deputy. That of Virginia is now held fo; 
and we know of a number of fecretary-fhip, collector- 
fhips, and other offices, held in the fame manner. 


True it is, that if the people of Great-Britain were 
‘not too much blinded by the paffions, that have been . 
artfully excited in their breafts, againft their dutiful 
children the colonifts, thefe confiderations would be 
nearly as alarming tothem as tous. The influence of 

the crown was thought by wife men, many years ago, 

too great by reafon of the multitude of penfions and 

places beftowed by it. Thefe have been vaftly en- 

creafed fince+, and perhaps it would be no difficult 

matter to prove that the people have decreafed. 
| SURELY 


% 


+ One of the reafons urged by that great and honeft flatefinan, Sir 
William Temple, to Charles the Second, in his famous remonftrance, to 
difuade him from aiming at arbitrary power, was, that the King 
** had few offices to beltow.” 


Hume's, Hitt. of England. 
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Surety therefore, thofe who with the welfare of 
their country, ought ferioufly to reflect, what may be 


the confequence of fuch a new creation of offices, ia 
the difpofal of the crown. The army, the adminijtra- 


tion of juftice, and the civil] government here, with fuch | 


falaries as the crown {hall pleafe to annex, will extend 
minifierial influence as much beyond its former bounds, 
as the late war did the Briti/> dominions. 


But whatever the people of Great-Britain may think 
on this occafion, I hope the people of thefe colonies 
will unanimoufly join in this fentiment, that the late 
act of parliament is injurious to their liberty, and that 
this fentiment will unite them in a firm oppofition to 


it, inthe fame manner as the dread of the Stamp-A# 
did. | 
ahi 


Some perfons may imagine the fums to be raifed by 


‘it,-are but{mall, and therefore may be inclined to ac- 
‘quiefce under it.. A conduct more dangerous to tree- 


dom, as before has been obferved, can never be 
adopted. Nothing is wanted at home buta * prece- 
| DENT, 


crown is greater than ever it was in any period of our hiftory. For 
when we confider in how many boroughs the government has the votes 


a variety of other departments; when we confider again the extcnfive 
influence of the money corporations, {ubfcription jobbers and contrac- 


‘tors, the endlefs dependencies created by the obligations conferred on 


the bulk of the gentlemens families throughout the kingdom, who have 
relations preferred in our navy and numerous flanding army ; when I 
fay, we confider how wide, how binding a dependence on the crown is 
created by the above enumerated particulars, and the great, the enor- 
mous weight and influence which the crown derives from thisextenfive 


the bed-chamber, any man may be appointed minifter.” 


A doétrine to this effeét is faid to have been the advice of L--- H---, 
. Late News Paper. 


cult 


, \ \ 
_ * Tho” the wings of prerogative have been clipt, the influence of the. 


at command ; when we confider the vait body of perfons employed in. 
the collection of the revenue, in every part of the kingdom, the incon- | 
ceivable number of placemen, and candidates for places in the cuftoms, 
in the excife, in the poft-office, in the dock-yards, inthe ordnance, in 
the falt-office, inthe ftamps, in the navy and viétualling offices, and in 


dependence upon its favor and power, any lord in waiting, any lord of 


* « Here may be obferved, that when any ancient law or cuftom of 
_ parliament is broken, and the crown poflefled of a precedent, how diff. 
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prnt, the force of which fhall be eftablithed, by the 
tacit fubmiffion of the colonies. With what zeal. was 
the ftatute ereéting the poft-oihice, and another re- 
lating to the recovery of debts in America, urged and 
tortured, as precedents in fupport of the Stamp- Adi, 
tho’ wholly inapplicable. If the parliament fucceeds in 
this attempt, other {tatutes will impoi¢ other duties, 
-_Inftead of taxing ourfelves, as we have been accuftom-,* 
ed to do, from the firft fettlement of thefe. provinces, 
’ all our: ufual taxes will be converted into parliamentary 
: taxes on our importations,; and thus the parliament 
will levy upon us fuch fums of money as they chufe to 
take, without any other LIMITATION, than their PLEA- 


SURE. 


; 


We know how much labor and care have been bes, | 
ftowed"by thefe colonies, in laying taxes in fuch.a’ 
- manner, that they fhould’be mott ea/y to the people, 
by being laid on the proper articles ; molt egual, by 

being proportioned to every man’s circumftances ; and ” 
cheape#, by the method directed. for collecting them, 


Bur parliamentary taxes wil be laid on us, without 
‘any confideration, whether there is any eafer mode, 
The only point regarded will be, the certainty of levying — 
‘the taxes, and not the convenience of the people. on 
‘whom they are to be levied ; and therefore ali {tatutes 
on this head will he fuch as will be molt likely, ac- 
cording to the favorite phrale, “* 40 ewecule themfelves.”? 


Taxes in every free ftate have been, and ought to 
be, as exactly proportioned as is poffible to the abilities of 
thofe who are to pay them. They cannot otherwiic be. 
just. Even a Hottentot would comprehend the wmrea- 


cult a thing it is to reflore the fubjed? again to bs FORMER FREEDOM and 
SAFETY.” : 2d. Coke's Infi. ps 529. 


6 Ttis not almoft credible to forefee, when any maxim or funda- 
mental law of this vealm is altered (as eliewhere hath been cblerved} 
what dangerous incanvenience do follow.” 4th Coke's Injt. p. 416 
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fontadlenefs of making a poor man ‘paycas much for 
| se defending” the property. of a rich man, as the-rich  * 
“man pays himielf,. Satya 14 dads site RA 


“Ler any perfon look into the lateact of parliament, 
‘and he will immediately perceive, that the immente 
-eftates of Lord Fairfax, Lord» — Baltimore, and our 
Proprietaries, which are amongft his Majefty’s other 
& Dominrons” to’ be “ defended, prote“ed and fe- 
cuted” by the act, will not pay a /ingle farthing for the 
duties thereby impofed, except Lord airfaw wants 

fome of his windows glazed; Lord Baltimore and our 

Proprietaries are quite fecure, as they live in England. 


1 menrron thefe particular cafes, as ftriking in- 
{tances how far the late aét is a. deviation from ict 
|< principle of juftice, which has fo conftantly diftinguifhed 
~~ “our own laws on this continent, and ought to be re- 
. garded in all laws. | 
‘Tue third confideration with our continental affem- 
- blies in laying taxes, hasbeen the method of collecting 
them. ‘This has been done by a few officers, with 
‘moderate allowances, under the infpection of the re- SORE 
{pective affemblies. No more was raifed from the fubjebhy 
» than was ufed for the intended purpofes. But by the 
© Jate aét, a minifter may appoint as many officers as be 
© pleafes for collecting the taxes ; may affign them wet 
~ falaries he thinks ** adequate ;” and they are fubject to 
\ no infpettion but brs own. i a 


In fhort, if the late at of parliament takes effect, 
© thefe colonies muft dwindle down into ‘* common 
eC RES L, | CORPORATIONS,” 


+ Maryland and Pennfylvania have been engaged in the warmeit dil- 

|). putes, in order to obtain an equa), and jak taxation of their Proprie- , 
| “liters eftates : But this late act 07% parliament does more for thefe Pro- 

: _ prictors, than .they themleiycs’ would: venture to demand. lt totally, 

‘Cexempts them from taxation---:----tho’ their valt efkates are to be 

| ‘fecured’” by the faxes of other people. ~ 


* 
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as their enemies, in the debates con- 


$ 


CORPORATIONS,’ 


cerning the repeal of the Stamp-A, ftrenucufly infifted 
they were, and it feems not improbable that fome 
fucure hiftorian may thus record our fall. 


‘© Tue cighth year of this reign was diftinguifhed 
by a very memorable event, the American colonies then 
fubmitting, for the FIRST time, to be taxed by the 
Britif) parliament. An attempt of this kind had been 
made about two years before, but was defeated by the 
vigorous exertions of the feveral provinces, in defence 
of their liberty. ‘Their behavior on that occafion ren- 
dered their name very celebrated for a fhort time all over 
Europe, all ttates being extremely attentive to a dif- 
pute between Great-Britain, and fo confiderable apart 
ofher dominions. For as fhe was thought to be grown 
too powerful, by the fuccefsful conclufion of the late 
war fhe had been engaged in, it was hoped by ‘many, 
that as it had happened before to other kingdoms, 
civil difcords would afford opportunities of revenging 
all the injuries fuppofed to be received from her. How- 
ever, the caufe of diffention was removed, by a repeal 
of the ftatute that had given offence. This affair -ren- 
dered the submissive conpuct of the colonies fo foon 


after, the more extraordinary ,; there being no difference - 


between the mode of taxation which they oppofed, and 
that to which they fubmitted, but this, that by the 
firft, they were to be continually reminded that they 
were taxed, by certain marks flamped on every piece.of 
paper or parchment they ufed. The authors of that 
fiatute triumphed greatly on this conduct of the colo- 
nies, and infifted, that if the people of Great-Britaix 
had perfifted in enforcing it, the Americans would have 
been, m.a few months, fo fatigued with the efforts of pa- 
triotifm, that they would have yielded obedience. 


‘‘ CerTAIN itis, that tho’ they had before their 
eyes fo many iluftrious examples in their mother country, 
ot 
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of the conftant fuccefs attending firmne/s and perfeverance, 
In oppofition to dangerous encroachments on liberty, 
yet they quietly gave up a point of the LasT iMPORT- 
ANCE. From thence the decline of their freedom be-. 
‘gan, and its decay was extremely rapid; for as money 
was always raifed upon them by the parliament, their 
affemblies grew immediately ufelef, and in a fhort time 
_ contemptible : And in lefs than one hundred years, the 
people funk down into that tamene/s and fupinene/s of 
 Fpirit, by which they {till continue to be diftinguifhed.” 
«Et majores veltros &8 pofteros cogitate. 

~. Remember your anceftors and your pofterity. 
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My dear COUNTRYMEN, 


| T EL AVE feveral tires, in the courfe of thefe’ let... oy 


fh ters, mentioned the late a of parliament, as 
being the fowndatiog of future meafures injurious to., 
thefe colonies , and the belief of this truth I with to. 
prevail, becaufe I think it neceffary to our fatety. 

A psrpetuat jealou/y, refpecting liberty, is ablo- 
lutely requifite in all free-ftates. Phe very texture of 
their conftitution, in mixt governments, demands it. 
For the cautions with which power is diftributed among 
the feveral orders, imply, that each has that fhare which 
is proper for the general welfare, and therefore that 
any further acquifition muft be pernicious, “ Machia- 
vel employs a whole chapter in his difcourfes, to prove 
that a ftaté, to be long lived, muft be frequently cor-— 
rected, and reduced to its firft principles, But of all 
fates that-have exifted, there never was any, in which 


this jealoufy could be more proper than in thefe colo- ,@ 


nies. For the government here is not only mint, but 
dependent, which circumftance occafions @ peculiarity im 
its form, of avery delicate nature. 


4 


apprehenfion may be always kept up among us, in its 
utmoft vigilance. T he firft is this---that as the hap- 
pinefs of thefe provinces indubitably confilts in their. 
connection with Great-Britain, any feparation between 
them is lefs likely to be occafioned by civil difcords, 
if every difgufting meafure is oppofed /ingly, and while 
jt is mew: For in this manner of proceeding, every 


fuch meafure is ‘moft likely to be rectified. On the 


other hand, oppreflions and diffatisfactions being per- 


) mitted to accumulate---7f ever the coverned throw off: 
/ : 7 


# “the 


We if sarone Palreawie 2 , 
* Machiavcl’s Difcourfes---Book 3. Gap. 1. 
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Two reafons induce me to defire, that this fpirit of P| 


‘ 


the load, ¢bey cvill do no more. A people does not re-— 
form with. moderation, The tights of ‘the fubject 


“therefore cannot be too often confidered, explained or 


afferted : And whoever atuempts to do this, thews 
himfelf, whatever may be the rath and peevifh reflec- 
tions of pretended wilcom, and pretended duty, .a 
friend to thofe who injudicioufly exercife their power, ; 
as wellas to ¢hem, over whom its, 10, CKEECUEG, kai 


“Pap all the points of prerogative claimed by 
Charles the Vir, been feparately contefted and fettled 
in preceding reigns, his fate would in all probability 
have been very different ; and the people would have = 
been content with that liberty which is compatible 
with regal authority. But ‘fF he thought, it would be 
as dangerous for him to give up the powers which at 
any time had been by ulurpation exercifed by the 
crown, as thofe that were’ legally vefted in it. This 
produced an.equal excels cn the part of the people. 
For when their paffions were excited by multiplied grie- 
vances, they thought it would be as dangerous for 
them to allow the powers that were legally vefted in 
the crown, as thofe which at any time had been by, 
ufurpation exercifed by it. Acts, that might dy them-. 
felves have been upon many confiderations excufed or 
extenuated, derived a contagious malignancy and, odi- 
um from other acts, with which they were connected. 
‘They.were not regarded according to the fimple .force 
of each, butas parts of a fyftem of oppreffion. Every 
one therefore, however {mall in itfelf, became alarm- 
ing, as an additional evidence of tyrannical defigns. 
ms | Tt 


' + The author is fenfible, that this is putting the gentleft conftruction | 
on Charles's conduct; and that is one reafon why he choafes it. Allow~ 


ances ought to be made for the errors of thofe men, who are acknow- 
ledged to have been pofiefled of many virtues. The education cf this 
unhappy prince, and is confidence in men not fo good or wife as him- 
felf, had provablyilled him with mifaken notions of his own authori- 
ty, and of the confequences that would attend conceffions of any kind 
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It was in vain for prudent and: moderate men to infitt, § 
that there was no neceffity to abolifh royalty. Nothing 


Sone 


lefs than the utter deftruction of monarchy, could fatis. ‘ 
fy thofe who sad fuffered, and thought they had rea- i 
fon to believe,. they always /bould fuffer under it. a 
Taz confequences of thefe mutual diftrufts are well i 
known: But there is no other people mentioned in t 
hiftory, that I recolle&t, who have been fo conftantl a) 
watchful of their liberty, and fo fuccefsfulin their ftrug- i. 
gles for it, as the Englifh. This confideration leads me % 
to the fecond reafon, why I ‘ defire that the fpirit of : 
apprehenfion may be always kept up among us in its. | 
utmoft vigilance.” | 4 
Tue firft principles of government are to be looked a 
for inhuman nature. Some of the beft writers have i 
afferted, and it feems with good reafon, that “ govern- 
ment 1s founded on * opinion.” | 
Custom undoubtedly has a mighty force in pro- 4 
ducing opinion, and reigns in nothing more arbitrarily 
than in public affairs. It gradually reconciles us to 
objects even of dread and deteftation ; and I cannot M 
but think thefe lines of Mr. Pope as applicable to vice | | 
in polztics, as to vice in ethics---- q 
** Vice 1s a montter of fo horrid mien, 2 
‘* As to_be hated, needs but to be feen; - 
“¢ Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face, — a 
“< We firft endure; then pity, then embrace.” t 
When  _ i 
* “* OPINION isof two kinds, viz. opinion of INTEREST, and opine~ i 
on of RIGHT. By opinion of intereft, I chiefly underftand, the fenfe of 1 
the public advantage which is reaped from government ; together with the q, 
perfuafion, that the particular government which is eftablithed, is * 
eqally advantageous with. an y other, that could be eafily fettled.” 4s oe i, 
Right is of two kinds, right to power, and right to property. What hiN 
prevalence opinion of the firft kind has over mankind, may eafily be i 


underftood, by obferving the attachment which all nations have to 
their antient government, and even to thofe names which have had the 
fanétion of antiquity. Antiquity always begets the opinion of right,” -~--- 
“* Tt is fuficiently underitood, that the opinion of right to property, is of 
he greateft moment in all matters of government.” Hume's Effays, 
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When an act injurious to freedom: has been once done, 
and the people dear it, the repetition of it is moft like- 4 
dy to meet with /ubmiffion. For as the mifcbief of the | 
one was found to be tolerable, they will hope that of 
the fecond will prove fo too,; and they will not regard 
the infamy of the laft, becaufe they .are ftained with 

‘that of the firft. 


INDEED nations, in general, are notapt to think un- 
til they feel; and therefore nations in general have loft 
their liberty : For as violations of the rights of the £0- 
verned, are commonly not only { /pecious, but final at 
the beginning, they fpread over the multitude in fuch 
| amanner; as to touch individuals but flightly. + Thus 
_ they are difregarded. The power or profit thac 
_ arifes from thefe violations, centering in few perfons,is to 
them confiderable. For this reafon the governors hav- 
ing in view their particular purpofes, fucceffively pre- 
| ferve an uniformity of condué for attaining them, 
| They regularly encreafe the firft injuries, till at leneth 
| the inattentive people are compelled to perceive the 
} _ heavinefs of their burthens,--:They begin to complain 
and enquire---but too late. They find their oppreffors 
fo ftrengthened by fuccefs, and themfelves fo entangled 
| in examples of exprefs authority on the part of their 
| rulers, and of tacit recognition on their own part, that 
: _ they 
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| _{ Omnia mala exempla ex bonis initiis orta fant. 

| SAaLLusT. Bell. Gat. S. so. : 

t “ The republic is always attacked with gveater vigor, than it is ‘ 

defended? For the audacious and profigate, prompted by their natural ( | 
enmity to it, are eafily impelled to act by the leaf nod of their leaders « 

Whereas the honett, [know not why, are eenerally flow and wuwilling cf 
to ftir ; and zeglefting always the. BEGINNINGS of things, are. never «) 
roufed to exert themfelves, but by the laf neceffity: So that through © hs 
IRRESOLUTION and DELAY, when they would be glad to compound at f 
lait for their QuIET, at the expence even of their MONOR, they com- 
monly lofe them BOTH.” -CICERO's Orat. for SEXTIUS. “ie 

Such were the fentiments of this great and excellent man, whofe vat ae 

' abilities, and the calamities of his country during hils time, enabled him,/. re 
by mournful experiencey, to forma jut judgment on the conduct of int 

_ the friends and enemies Biversy, a A 
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ghey are quite confounded . For millions entertain no 
other idea of the /egality of power, than that it 1s found- 
ed on the exercife of power. They voluntarily faften 
their chains, by adopting a pulillanimous opimon, 
<< that there will be too much danger in attempting’ a 
remedy,”---or another opiizon no lefs fatal,-+-** that the 
eovernment has a righé to treat them as it does.” They 
then feek a wretched relief for their minds, by perfuad- 
ing themielves, that to yield their obedience, is to dif- 
charge their duty. The deplorable poverty of /pirii, 

that proftrates all the dignity beftowed by Divine Pro-. 
vidence on our nature---of courfe fucceeas. | m 


From thefe refieCtions 1 conclude, that’ every free 
ate fhould inceflandly watch, and inftantly take alarm 
on any addition being made to the power exercifed 
over them, Innumerable inflances might be produced 
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to fhew, from what flight beginnings the moft exten- 


five confequences have fowed: But I hall feleét two 
only fromthe hiftory of England. | 


Henry the Seventh was the firft monarch of that. 


kingdom, who eftablifneda STANDING BOD Y OF ARMED 
MEN.» This was a band of fifty archers, called :yeo- 
men of the guard: And this inftitution, notwithftand- 
ing the fimallnefs of the number, was, to prevent dif- 
content, * ‘¢ difguifed under pretence of majefty and 
grandeur.” In 16084 the ftanding forces were fo much 
augmented, that Rapin fays----** The king, in order 
to make his people fully fenjible of their new flavery, af- 
feted to mutter his troops, which amounted to 4000 
well armed and difciplined men.” 1 think our army, 
at this time, confifts of more ‘than /evemty regiments. 


Tur method of taxing-by excise was firft intro- 
duced amidft the convulfions of the civil wars. Ex- 
treme neceflity was pretended tor it, and its fhort con- 
. hes Tad ce OS ona Oe 
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tinuance promifed. After the reftoration, an excifé 
upon deer, ale and other liquors, was granted to the 
* kino, one halfin fee, the other for life, as an equiva- 
lent for the court of wards. Upon Yames the Second’s 
acceffion, the parliament [ gave him the firft exci/e, 
with an additional duty, on wine, tobacco, and fome 
other things. Since the revolution it has been extend- 
ed to falt, candles, leather, hides, hops, foap, paper; 
pafte-boards, mill-boards, fcale-boards, vellum, parch- 
ment, ftarch, filks, calicoes, linens, ftuffs, printed, 
{tained, &¢. wite, wrouglit plate, coffee, tea, choco- 
late, €c: | 

_ Tuus a flanding army and excife have, from their firft 
flender origins, tho’ always hated, always feared; always 


oppofed, at length {welled up to their vat prefent bulk; 


Tuese facts are fufficient to fupport what I have 
faid. ’Tis true, that all the mifchiefs apprehended by 
our anceftors from a ftanding army and excife, have not 
yet happened: But it does not follow from thence, that 
they will not happen. ‘The infide of a houfe may catch 
fire, and the moft valuable apartments be ruined, be- 
fore the flames burftout. The queflion in thefe cafes 
isnot, what evil bas aéfually attended particular mea- 
fures---but, what evil, in the nature of things, is likely 
to attend them. Certain circumftances may for fome 
time delay effects, that were reafonably expected, and that 
muft enfue. There was along period, atter the Romans 
had prorogued his command to § Q, Publilius Philo, 

M before 


® 32 Char. YI. Chap. 23 and 24, 

t 1 Fames II. Chap. i and 4. cone are . Sl gene 1 

§ In the year of the city 428, ** Duo fingularia hee ei viro primum 
contigere; prorogatio imperii non ante in ullo facta et a¢to honore tri- 
umphus.” Liv. B. 8. Chap. 23. 26. 


_. Had the reft_ of the Roman citizens imitated the example of L. 
Quintius, who refufed to have his confulthip continued to him, they 


had never admitted that cuftom of proroguing of magiftrates, and then. 
the prolongation of their commands in the army had never been intro- 
duced, which wery thing was at length the ruin of that common wealth,” 
Machiavel’s Difcourfes, Bs 4. Chap. 24, 
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before that example deftroyed their | hea AL our 
kings, from the revolutica to. the prefent reign, have 
been foreigners,, ‘Their minifters.. generally continued 
but a fhort time in authority >; and. they EncHcaee 
_ were mild and virtuoms princes, 


age BOLD», retin prince, poffeffed of pr abilities, 
firmly fixed in his throne by defcent, ferved by minifters 
like bimfelf, and rendered. either. venerable or serrible 
by the glory of bis fucceffes, may execute what his. pre- 
deceffors did not dare to attempt. Henry the Fourth 
tottered in his feat during his whole reign. Henry the 
Fifth drew the ftrength of that kingdom into France, 
to carry on his wars there, and left the commons at 
home, protefing, “* that the people were not bound to: 
ferve out of the realm.” ey 


Ir is true, that a ftrong fpirit of liberty, fubfifts at 
prefent in Great-Britain, but what reliance is to be 
placed ‘in the semper of a people, when the prince is 
pofleffed of an unconftitutional power, our own hiftory 
can fufficiently inform us. When Charles the Second 
had ftrengthened himfelf by the return of the garrifon 
of Tangier, “* England (lays Rapin) faw on a fudden 
an amazing revolution ; faw hertelf ‘fripped of all her 
rights and privileges, excepting fuch as the king fhould 
vouchfafe. to grant her: And what is more ‘oftonifhing, 
the Englifb themfelves delivered up thefe very rights | and 
privileges to Charles the Second, | which they had fo 
pafficnately, and, if I may fay it, furioufly defended 
again{t the defions of Charles the Firft, “This hap- 


5 pened only thirty aah ix yeais, after his Halk panres had 
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tI dont know but it may be faid, witha a pied acl af eee that 
a quick rotation of minifiers is very defirable in Great Britain. A mi- 
nifter there has a vaft flore of materials to work with. : Long Adminifira- 
_ tens are rather favorable to the reputation ofa a abroad, than to 
their dberty. 
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» Some perfons are of opinion, that liberty is not vio- 
lated, but by fuch open acts of force 5 but they feem to 
be greatly miftaken. I could mention a period within 
thefe forty years, when almoft as great a change of 
difpofition was produced by the secrer meafures of 
a long adminiftration, as by Charles's violence. Liber- 
ty, perhaps, is never expofed to fo much danger, as 
when the people believe there is the leaft ,; for it may 
be fubverted, and yet they nor think fo. 


-. Pupiic difgufting acts are feldom pradtifed by the 
ambitious, at the beginning of their defigns. Such 
conduct filences and difcourages the weak, and the 
wicked, who would otherwife have been their advo- 
cates or accomplices. It. is of great confequence, to 
allow thofe who, upon any account, are inclined to 
favout them, fomething {pecious to fay in their de- 
fence. Their power may be fully eftablifhed, tho’ it 
would not be fafe for them to do whatever they please. 
For there are things, which, at fome times, even flaves 
will not bear. Yalius Cefar, and Oliver Cromwell, did 
not dare to afflume the title of king. The Grand Seig- 
nor dares not lay anew tax, The king of France dares 
not be a proteftant. Certain popular points may be 
left untouched, and yet freedom be extinguifhed. The 
commonalty of Venice imagine themfelves free, be- 
caufe they are permitted to do what they ought not. 
But! quit a fubject, that would lead me too far from 
my purpofe. 


«By. the late a&t of parliament, taxes are to be levied 
upon us, for “ defraying the charge of the adminiftra- 


tion of juftice---the fupport of civil government---and 
the expences of defending his Majefly’s dominions 1n 
America.” tee meth | 3 


~ Tr any man doubts what ought to be the conduct of 
thefe colonies on this occafion, I would afk him thefe . 

_ queftions. 4 | 
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Has not the parliament expre/sty avowzp their 
INTENTION of raifing money from us FOR CERTAIN. 
purposes ? Is not this {chee popular in Great-Britain 2 
Willthe taxes, impofed by the late at, an/wer thofe 
purpofes 2 Tfit will, muft it not take an immenfe fum 
from us? If it will not, it és to be ewpeéfed, that the 
parliament will not fully execute their inteytion when 
it is pleafing at home, and uot oppofed bere 2 Muft not 
this be done by impofing new zaxes 2 Will not every, 
addition, thus made to our taxes, be an addition to 
the power of the Briti/fS legiflature, dy increafing the 
number of officers employed in the collection ? Will not 
every additional tax therefore render it more dificult to 
abrogate any of them? When a branch of revenue is 
once eftablifhed, does it not appear to many people: 
imviduous and wndutiful, to attempt to abolifh it? If 
taxes, fufficient to accomplifh the INTENTION of the par-. 
lament, are impofed by the parliament, what tanes 
will remain to be impofed by our affémblies ? If no ma- 
tertal taxes remain to be impofed by them, what mut 
become of sem, and the people they reprefent ? 


* « Tr any perfon confiders thefe things, and yet 
thinks our liberties are in no danger, I wonder at that 
perfon’s fecurity.” fA: CUhan ieee a a 


One other argument is to be added, which, by i- 
felf, I hope, will be fufficient to convince the moft 
incredulous man on this continent, that the late a@ of 
parliament is only defigned to be a PRECEDENT, where- 
on the future vaflalage of thefe colonies ‘may be 
eftaolithed, (95) ie) Se ae Ce Oa 


Every duty thereby laid on articles of Britifh ma- 
nufacture, is laid on fome commodity, upon the ex- 
portation of which from Great-Britain a drawback. is 
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payable. Thofe drawhacki, in mot of the articles, 
are exatily double to the duiies given by the lare aét. 
The parliament therefore might, in balf @ dozen lines, 
have raifed Much MORE MoNzy, only by flopping the 
drawbacks in the hands of the officers at home, on ex-_ 
portation to thefe colonies, than by this folemn impo- 
fition of taxes upon us, to be colleéted here. Pro- 
bably, the artful contrivers of this act formed it in 
this manner, in order to referve to themfelves, in cafe 
of any obje€tions being made to it, this {pecious pre- 
tence---“* that the drawbacks are gifts to the colonies, 
and that the late a@ only leffons thofe eifts.” But the 
truth is, that the drawbacks are intended for the en- 
couragement and promotion of Brita manufactures 
and commerce, and are allowed on exportation to dzy 


foreign parts, aswell as on exportation to thefe pro- 


vinces.  Belides, care has been taken to flide into the 
act, fome articles on which there are no drawbacks. 
However, the whole duties laid by the late act on aff the 
articles therein {pecified are fo /inall, that they will not 
amount to as much as the drawbacks which are allowed 


on pert of themonly. If therefore, the fum to be ob- 


| tained by the late aff, had been the fole obje in form- 


ing it, there would not have been any occafion for 
“© the COMMONS of Great-Britain, to GIVE and GRANT 
to his Majefty rarss and DuTIES for raifing a revenue 
in his Majefty’s dominions in America, for making a 
more certain and adequate provifion for defraying the 
charges of the adminiftration of juftice, the fupport of 
the expence of defending the 
Jaid dominions ;”---nor would there have been any oc- — 
cafion for an + expenfive board of commiffioners, and 
all the other new charges to which we are made liable, 


Upon 


+ The expence of this board, Tam informed, is between Four and 
Five Thouland Pound, Sterling a year. The eftablifhment of officers, 
for collecting the revenue in America, amounted before to Seven 
Thouwfand Six Hundred Pounds per annum ; and yet, fays the author 
of * "The regulation of the colonies,” ¢ the whole remittance aon all 
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Urvon the whole, for my part, I regard the late act 
as an experiment made of our di/pofition. \tisa bird fent. 
out over the waters, to difcover, whether the waves, 
that lately agitated this part of the world with fuch-vi-. 
olence, are yet fubjided. If this adventurer gets footing. | 
here, we fhall quickly find it to be of the [ kind. de-; | 
{cribed by, the poetrse-9 ev) Gi iriy gio qar anit | 
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<¢ Jnfelin vates.? i 
A direful foreteller of future calamities. 
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ghe taxes in thecolonies, at an average of thirty years, has not amount- 
ed to One Thoufand Nine Hundred Pounds a year, and in that fom. 
Seven or Eight Hundred Pounds per annum only, have been remitted. 
from North-America. - rs > 
The fmallnefs of the revenue arifing from the duties in America, de- 
monftrates that they were intended only as REGULATIONS OF TRADE : 
And can any perfon be fo blind to truth, fo dull of apprehenfion in a 
matter of unfpeakable importance to his country, as to imagine, that 
the board of commiffiorers lately eftablifhed at fuch a charge, is infti- 
tuted to affitt in colleéting One Thoufand Nine Hundred Pounds a year 
or the trifling duties impofed by the late act ? Surely every man on this 
continent muft perceive, that they are eftablifhed for the. care of & 
NEW SYSTEM OF REVENUE, which is but now begun, Aete 4508 
t “ Diracelxno,” &e. Lineid 4. Sih aie Pa 
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My dear CounTRYMEN, 


Qe ftates have loft their liberty by particular 
i) accidents : But this calamity is generally owing to 
the decay of virtue. A people is travelling faft to de- 
| ftruction, when individuals confider their interefts as 
— diftinct from thofe of the public. Such notions are fatal 
to their country, and to themfelves. Yet how many 
are there, fo weak and fordid as to think they perform 
all the offices of life, it they earneftly endeavour to en- 
creafe their own wealth, power, and credit, without 
the Jeaft regard for the fociety, under the proteéction 
_ ofwhich they live; who, if they can make an imme- 
diate profit to themfelves, by lending their affiftance to 
thofe,. whofe projects plainly tend to the injury of their 
country, rejoice-in their dexterity, and believe them- 
felves entitled to the character of able politicians. Mi- 
ferable men! Of whomit is hard to fay, whether they 
ought to be moft the objects of pity or contempt : But 
whofe. opinions are certainly as deteffable, as their 
practices are deftruftive. | | 


t 


| 


Tuo’ I always reflect, with a high pleafure, on the 
integrity and underftanding of my countrymen, which, 
joined with a pure and humble devotion to the great 
and gracious author of every bleffing they enjoy, will, 
I hope, enfure tothem, and their pofterity, all tem- 
poral and. eternal happinefs; yet when I confider, 
that in every age and country there have been bad 
men, my heart, at this threatening period, is fo. full 
of apprehenfion, as not to permit me to believe, but 
that there may be fome.on this continent, again 
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whom you ought to be upon your guard---Men, who 
either * hold, or expeét to hold certain advantages,’ 
by fetting examples of fervility to their countrymen. 
Men, whotrained to the employment, or felf taught 


* It isnot intended by thefé words, to throw any refleion upon’ 
gentlemen, becaufe they are poffeffed ot offices: For many of them are 
certainly men of virtue, and lovers of their country. But fuppofed 
obligations of gratitude, and honor, may induce them to be filent, 
Whether thefe obligations ought to be regarded or not, is not fo much 
to be confidered by others, in the judgment they fori of thefe gentle- 
men, as whether they think they ought to beregardedy Perhaps, there- 
fore, we fhall atin the properett manner towards them, if wé neither 
reproach nor imitate them. ‘Thé perfons meant in this letter, are the 
bafe fpirited wretches, who may endeavour to diflinguifh themfelves, by 
their fordid zeal in defending and promoting meafures, which they 
Bnow, beyond all queftion, to be defirudtive to the juft rights and true inte- 
vefis of their country. If is fcarcely poffible to {peak of thee men with 
any degree of patience---Et is {carcely poflible to {peak of them with any 
degree of propriety---For no words can truly defcribe their guilt and: 
wmeanne/s---But every honeft bofom, on their being mentioned, will 
feel what cannot be exprefed. er 

_Iftheir wickednefs did not blind them, they might perceive along 
the coaft of thefe colonies, many men, reniarkable inftances oF artes 
ambition, who after diflinguifbing themfelvés in the fupport of the Stamp- 
Ad, by a courageous contempt of their country, and of juftice, have. 
been leftto linger out their miferable exiltence, without a government, 
collectorfhip, fecretaryfhip, or any other commiffion, to confole them 
as well as it could, tor lofs of virtue and reputation ---while numberleis” 
offices have been beftowed in thefe colonies on people from Great-B&ri- 
tain, and rew ones are continually inventéd, to be thus beftowed. As 
a few great prizes are put into a lottery to TEMPT multitudes to lofe, {6 
bere and there an American has been raifed to a good pott..-- 

¢ Apparent vari nantes ia gurgite vafto.” 

Mr. Greenville, indeed, 1n order to recommend the Stamp A, had the 
unequalled generolity, to pour down a golden fhower of offices upon 
Americans ; and yet thefe wagrateful colonies did not thank Mr. Green-~ 
wilie for fhewing his kindnefs to their countrymen, nor them for ac- 
cepting it. How muit that great ftatefman have been furprized, to 
find, that the unpolifhed colonies could not be reconciled to infamy by 
treachery ? Such a bountiful difpofiiion towards us never appeared in 
any minifter before him, and probably never will appear again: For it 
is ewident, that fuch a fyftem of policy is to be eftablithed on tnis-conti- 
nent, as, ina fhort time, is to render it utterly unneceflary to ufe the 
leat art in order to coxciliaté our approbation of any nreafurés. Some 
of our countrymen may be employed to fix chains upon us, but they 
will never be permitted to bold them afterwards. So that the utmoft, 
that any of them can expect, is only a temporary provifion, that may 
expire in their own time; but which they may be afured, will preclude 
their children from having any confideration paid to them. NATIVES 
of America mutt fink into total NecLEcT and CONTEMPT, the moment 
that THEIR COUNTRY lofes the coniiitutional powers the now poflefles.” 


by anatural verfatility of genius, ferve as decoys for 
drawing the innocent and unwary into {nares It is 
not to be doubted but that fuch men, will diligently 
beftir themfelves on this and every hke occafion, to 
fpread the infection of their meannefs as far as they 
can. On the plans ‘hey have adopted, this 1s their 
courfe. This is the method to recommend themtlelves 
to their patrons. 


From them we fliall learn, how pleafant and pro- 
fitable a thing itis, to be for our supMissive behavior 
well fpoken of at St. Fames’s, or St. Stephen's; at 
Guildhall, or the Royal Exchange. Specious. fallacies 
will be dref€ up with all the arts of delufion, to per- 
fuade one colony to diftinguifb berfelf from another, by 


_ unbecoming condefcenfions, which will ferve the ambi- 


tous purpofes of great men at home, and therefore. will 
be thought by them /o entitle their affiftants in obtaining 


them to confiderable re wards, 


Our fears will be excited. Our hopes will be a- 
wakened. It will be infituated to us, with a plaufible 


' freezes up every generous purpofe of the foul in cold, 


Our vigilance and our union are fucce/s and fafety. 
Our negligence and our divifion are diftrefs and death. 
They are wor/e----They are foame and flavery. Let us 
equally fhun the benumbing ftillnels of overweening 
floth, and the feverith activity of that 21 informed zeal, 


which bufies itfelf in maintaining Zttle, mean, and nar- 
row opinions. Let us, with 4 truly wile gencrofity and 


charity, banifh and difcourage all iliberal difiinétions, 
which may arife from differences in /stwation, forms otf 
peer dea : Lovernment, 


i He 


OWE | y 


‘ 
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' government, or modes of religion, Let us confider 

ourfelves as MEN---FREEMEN---CHRISTIAN FREEMEN --- 
Separated from the reft of the world, and firmly bound to- 
gether by the fame rights, interefis and dangcrs. - Let 
tbeje keep our attention inflexibly fixed onthe GREAT 
opjEecTs, which we mult CONTINUALLY REGARD, in Or= 
der to preferve thofe rights, to promote thofe interefts, and 
to avert thole dangers. argh Dia 


se 
ax 


Ler thefe truths be indelibly impreffed on our minds 
-- thet we cannot he HAPPY, without being FREE---that 
we cannot be tree, without being fecure im our property-- 
that we cannot be fecure in our property, if, without 
cur confent, others may, as by right, tke it away---that 
taxes tmpofed on us Ly parliament, do thus take it away--- 
that dutzes laid for the {cle purpofe of raifing money, are 
taxes---that attempts to lay tuch duties fbould be inftant- 
ly and firmly oppofed---that this oppofition can never be 
effeCtual, wnlc/s it is the united effort of thefe provinces--- 
thattherefore BENEVOLENCE of temper towards each other,. 
and unanimity of councils, are effential to the welfare 
of the whole---and laftly, that for this reafon, every 
man amoneft us, who in any manner would encourage 
either diffenfion, diffidence, or indifference, between thefe 


© 


colonies, is an enemy to him/elf, and to bis country. 
" 


Tue belief of thefe truths, I verily think, my 
countrymen, is indifpenfally neceffary to your happi- 
nefs. I befeechyou, theretore, § ‘* teach them diligent- 
ly unto your children, and talk of them when you fit 
in your houfes, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rife up.” 


Wear have thefe colonies to af, while they con- 
tinue free? Or what have they to dread, but infidious 
attempts to fubvert their freedom? Their profperity 
does not depend on minifterial favours doled out to par= 
§ Deuteron, vi. 7.. f oie 


4. 
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however remote it 
may feem from the vitals, fhould be alarming. We 
have all the rights requifite for our proiperity. The 


ftruét and compel us, after fome time, to difcover, in 
our induftryand frugality, farpriing remedies---if our 
rights continue unviolated: For as long as the producis of 
| our Jaber, and the rewards of our care, can properly be 

called our own, fo long it will be worth our witile to be 
_induftrious and frugal. But if when we plow---fow--- 
reap---gather---and threfh---we find, that we plow---- 
fow---.reap---gather----and threfh for ethers, whole 
PLEASURE isto bethe SOLE LIMITATION 
how much they fhall zeke, and bow much they thal leave, 
way fhould we repeat the unprofitable toil? Hor/es 
and omen are content with that pordion of the fruits of 
their work, which their owners afivga them, in order to 
keep them firong enough to raile jucceffive crops , but 
even thefe beafts will not fubtnit todraw for their maffers, 
until they are fubdued by whips and goad. 

Ler us take care of our rights, and we therein take 
‘tare of our profperity, * “« SLAVERY ISEVER 
PRECEDED BY SLEEP.” Individuals may be 
dependent on minifters, if they pleafe. STares sHouLp 
|) $corN 17 ;---and if you are not wanting to your/elves, 
you will have a proper regard paid you by thofe, to 
whom if you are not re/peéiable, you will be contempt 
ble. But----if we have already forgot thereafous that urg- 
ed us, with unexampied unanimity, to exert ourlelves 
us Ne Nai: | | two 


¥ Montefguieu’s Spirits of Laws, Book 14, Chap. 13. 
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fend: 


two years ago---if our zeal for the public good is worn 
out before the bomefpun cloaths, which it caufed us to 
have made-.-if our refolutions are fo faint, as by our pre-. 
fent conduct to condemn our own late fucce/sful exam- 


ple---1f we are not affeéied by any reverence for the 
memory of our anceltors, who tranfmitted to us that 
freedom in which they had been bleft---if we are not. 
animated by any regard for pofterity, to whom, by the 
moft facred obligations, we are bound to deliver down 


the invaluable inheritance---THEN, indeed, any mini- 
Jjier---or any tool of a minifter---or any creature of a tool 
of a miniiler---or any lower  iafirument of + admini- 
firation, if lower there be, isa perfonage whom it may 


be dangerous to offend, . 
‘ Inftrumenta reeni.” Tacitus’s Ann. Book 12, § 66. 
Hany perfon fhall imagine that he difcovers, in thefe letters, the 
ealt.diflike of the dependence of thefe colonies on Great-Britain, 1 beg 
that fuch perfon will not form any jadgment on particular expreffions, 
but will confider the tenor of all the letters taken together. In that cafe, 
¥ flatcer myfelt, that every unprejudiced reader will be convinced, that 
the true interelis of Great-Brifain are as dear to me, as they ought tobe 
to every good Tubjest. : 

UT aman Exthufaf in any thing, it is in my zeal for the perpetual 
dependence of thefe colonies on their mother country,----A dependence 
founded on mutual benefits, the continuance of which can be fecured on- 
ly by mutual affefions. Vherefore it is, that with extreme apprehen- 
fion I view the fmalleft feeds of difcontent, which are unwarily feattered 
abroad. Fifty or Sixty years will make aftonifhing alterations in thefe 
colonies; and this confideration thould render it the bufinefs of Great, 
Britain mare and more to cultivate our good difpofitions towards hers 
But the misfortune is, that thofe great men, who are wreftling for pow~ 
erat home, think themfelves very flightly interefted in the profperity 
of their country Fifly or Sixty years hence, but are deeply concerned in 
blowing up a popular clamour for fuppofed immediate advantages. 

For my part, I regard Great-Britain asa Bulwark, happily fixed 
between thefe colonies and the powerful nations of Europe. That king- 
dom remaining fafe, we, under its proteétion, enjoying peace, may 
diffafe the bleffings of religion, fcience, and liberty, thro’ remote 
wilderneffes. It is therefore inconteftably our duty, andour intereft, to 
fapport the ftrength of Great. Britain, When confiding in that itrength, 
fhe begins to forget from whence it arofe, it will be an eafy thing to 
fhew the fource. She may readily be reminded of the loud alarm {pread 
among her merchants and tradefmen, by the univerfal aflociation of 
thefe colonies, atthe time of the Stamp-A@, not to import any of het. 
MANUFACTURES, | by by Ske that Rai 
_ Un the year 1728, the Rugians and Swedes entered into an agreement, 
not to fuller Great-Britaia to exportany NAVAL sToRzs from their do- 
es Shah ae ae ined Sah tHE ans 


‘ 


7) [Ra or et A ee SF fil Sows ee ' 
Fc ee ase — Gi bs a 


— Somers st a _ 
* 


v 


¢ 


lie | rE erat 
i 


/ 

| Isat be extremely forry, if any man miftakes ; 

|} my meaning in any thing I have faid. Officers em- 

| ployed by (he crown, are, while according to the laws 
they conduct themfelves, entitled to legal obedience, 

| and fincere refpect. T ae itisa dutv to render them; 
and thefe no good or prudent perfon, will withold. But 

| when thefe officers, thro’ rafhnefs or defign, defire to 
enlarge their authority beyond its due limits, and ex- 
pect improper conceflions to be made to them, from 
regard for the employments they bear, their attempts 
fhould be confidered as equal injuries to the crown and 
people, and thould be courageoufly and conftantly op- 
pofed. Yo fuffer our ideas to be confounded by names 
on fuch occafions, would certainly be an inencufable 
weaknefs, and probably an ivremdiable error. 


We have reafon to believe, that feveral of his Ma- 
jefty’s prefent minifters are good men, and friends to 
our country ; and it feems not unlikely, that by a par- 
ticular concurrence of events, we have been treated a 
|. little more feverely than they wifhed we fhould be. 
They m might not think it prudent to ftem a torrent. But | 
what is the difference to us, whether arbitrary acts take “si 
their rife from minifters, or are permitted by them? | 
Ought any point to be allowed to * a good minifter, Ve 
| that ae 


Minions but in Ruffian or Savedi/h fhips, and at their own prices, 
Great-Britain was diftrefled. Pitch and tar rofe to Three pounds a barrel. 
At length the thought of getting thefe articles from the colonies; and 
| the attempt fucceeding, they fell down to rifteen fhillings. In the year 
1756, Great-Britain was threatened with an invafion. An eafterly 
wind blowing for fix weeks, fhe could not MAN her fleet, and the whole 
nation was thrown into the utmoft confternation. The wind changed. 
The American fhips arrived. The fleets failed im ten or fifteen days. Avy 
| There are fome other reflections on this {ubjeét, worthy of the molt de- he 

; 


liberate attention of the Briti/f’ parliament; but they are of fuch a na- 
| ture, that Ido not chufe to mention them publicly. 1 thought it my 
| duty, in the year 1765, while the Stamp-A@. was in fufpence, to write ‘i 
my fentiments toa dentieran of great influence at home, who after- v 
| \° wards diftinguithea “himfelf, by efpoufing our caufe, in the debates 
gencetninig the repeal of that a. ' 
* Ubi imperium ad j ignaros aut minus bonos pervenit ; nowvum illud ' as | 
Cae che. ab dignis, & idoneis, ad indigwos & non idoneos transfertur. ; 
; y 
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I Salil, Bell. Cat. § 50. 
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that fhould be denied to a Bad’one? The mortality of 


miniflers, is a very -frail’mortality. « A -may fuc- 


ceed a Shelburne---A «-s--.-- may fucceed a Cornway. 


We find a new kind of minifter lately fpoken of at 
home---** ‘(THE MINISTER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,” 
The term feems to have peculiar propriety when refer- 
red to thefe colonies, with a different meaning annexed to 
it, from that in which it is taken there. By the word 
“ minifter’? we may under(tand not only a fervant of 
the crown, but a man of influence among the commons, 

‘who regard themfelves as having a fhare in the /ove- 
reignty over us, ‘The “* minifter or the houfe” may, — 
in a point refpecting the colonies, be fo ftrong, that the 
minifter of the crown z# the houfe, if he is’a diftiné& 
perfon, may not choofe, even where his fentiments are 
favorable to us, to come to a pitched battle upon our 
account. For tho’ I have the higheft opinion of the 
deference of the houfe for the King’s minifter, yet he 
may be fo geod natured, as not to put it to the teft, 
except it be for the mere and immediate profit of his 
matter or himfelf, 


But whatever kind of minifter he is, that attempt to 
innovate a fingle iota in the privileges of thefe colonies, 
him I hope you will uudauniedly oppofe, and that you 
will never fluffer yourielves tobe either cheated or fright- 
ned into any unworthy ebfequioufne/s. On fuch emer-. 
gencies you may furely, without prefumption, believe, 
that ALMIGHTY GOD himfelf will look down 
upon your righteous conteft with stacious approbation. 
You will be a “ band of brothers,” cemented by the 
deareft ties,---and ftrengthened with inconceivable fup- 
plies of force and contiancy, by that fympathetic ardor, 
which animates good men, confederated inagocd caule. 
Your boner and welfare will be, as they now are, moft 
intimately concerned ;, and befides---you are affigned by 
divine previdence, in the appointed order of things, the 

| protectors 
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protectors of unborn ages, whofe fate depends upon your 
virtue. Whether they fhall arife the  elltan and indi’ 
putable heirs of the noblett patrimonies, or the. daftardly 
and hereditary drudges of imperious talk- matters, you 
MUST DETERMINE. : 


To difcharge this double duty to yourselves, and to 
your pofterity, you have nothing to do, but! to call forth 
into ufe the good fenfe and /pirit of which you are poffef- 
fed. You have nothing todo, but to conduct your 
affairs peaceably---prudently--- firmly-- -jointly. By thefe 
means you will fupport the character OE Nes without 
lofing that of faithful subjeéts---a good character in a 
ain SR of the beft under a Briti/d gover: 
ment---You will prove, that Americans have that true . 

magnanimity of foul, that can refent injuries, without 
falling into rage; and that tho’ your devotion to 
Great-Britain is the molt affectionate, yet you can make 
PROPER DISTINCTIONS, and know what you owe fo 
yourfelves, as well as to ber---You will, at the fame time 
that you advance your interefis, advance your repubation 
---You wili convince the. world of the jujizee of your de- 

mands, and the fe ty of yotkr éetentions.----- While all 
minieind muft, with unceafing applaules, confels, that 
you indeed peseRve liberty, who fo well u underfrand it, 
lo paffionately love it, fo temperately enjoy it, and fo 
wifely, bravely, and viriuoufly affert, maintain, and de- 
Send it. 

“* Certe ego pee que mibi a parente meo ti ae 
eft, experiar: Verum id fruftra an ob rem faciam, in 

vera manu fitum eft, quirites.” 

For my part, Iam refolved to contend for the li- 
berty “i hapred down to me by my eo ee 
but whether I fhall do it effectually or not, de- 
_ pends on you, my countrymen. 

‘* How little foever one is able to write, yet when 
the liberties of one’s country are threatned, it is 
{till more difficult to be filent.” 

UA ab Ay ROME R: 


Is there not the ftrongeft probability; that if thé 
univerfal fenfe of thefe colonies is immediately expref- 
fed by Resotves of the affemblies, in fupport of their 
rights, by insrRuctions+to their agents on the fub- 
ject, and by peririons to the crownand parliament for — 
redrefs, thefe meafures will have the fame fuccefs now, 
that they had in the time of the Stamp-A@. Mi 
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